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“Jt was needful to write unto you, and exhort you, that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which 


was once delivered unto the saints.” Jude 3. 


“{ will take no man’s liberty of judging from him; neither shall any man take mine from me.” 
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For the Gospel Messenger. the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and 
SERMON the Ten Commandments. The in- 


ON THE FASTS AND FESTIVALS. 


AS the first of May is one of the 
festivals of our Church, the following 
Sermon, on the design of our Fathers 
in appropriating set days for the com- 
memoration of events, and of individ- 
uals, distinguished in the Christian 
history, may be considered, in some 
measure, appropriate. 


Deut. vi. 8, 9. And thou shalt bind 
them for a sign upon thine hand, and they 
shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 
And thou shalt write them upon the posts 
of thy house, and on thy gates. 


Ix these words the Hebrew Law- 
giver has reference to the Command- 
ments of God. And to promote their 
influence, he recommends, among 
other means, that his people should 
bind them for a sign upon their hand, 
and as frontlets between their eyes, 
and write them upon the posts of 
their house, and on their gates. At 
atime when the art of printing was 
unknown, and there were few written 
copies of the law, it seemed proper 
that its remarkable sentences should 
be inscribed on scrolls of parchment, 
to be affixed in conspicuous places. 
In imitation of this, when the Bible 
was a scarce book, select portions of 
it were written on the walls and pil- 
lars of the Churches; and this custom 
was probably the origin of those ta- 
bles now sus over the altar, 
in most of our Churches, containing 
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junction of the text binds the Chris- 
tian in the spirit, though it does not 
in the letter. It requires him to use 
the best means for promoting the in- 
fluence of religious truth. It reminds 
him of the lesson of Solomon: “Let 
not mercy and truth forsake thee; 
bind them about thy neck; write 
them upon the table of thine heart.” 
(Prov. iii. 3.) 

Under a sense of the obligation to 
defend and _ disseminate religious 
truth, the Christian Church from 
early times, has appointed fast and 
festival solemnities, and it is intended 
in this discourse to explain their na- 
ture, and to state some of their ad- 
vantages. 

A festival is a season of holy joy, 
and the Scriptures appointed to be 
read thereon always record some act 
of divine mercy, while the worship 
chiefly consists in praise and adora- 
tion. A fast is a season of godly 
sorrow,.and the Scriptures selected 
for that occasion record the sufferings 
of the Redeemer, or some other con- 
sequences of human transgression, 
while the worship expresses humilia- 
tien for sin and supplication for 
mercy. Every Lord’s-day is consi- 
dered a festival, on which we rejoice 
and are glad in the recollection of the 
resurrection of the Lord, and of some 
Christian truth or Christian duty par- 
ticularly set before us in the public 
service. From Advent Sunday to 
Trinity Sunday the lessons, the col~ 
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lect, the epistle and gospel, concen- 
trate the thoughts of the worshipper 
successively on some important truth 
of the gospel, and during the remain- 
ing Sundays, those after Trinity at- 
tention is directed successively to 
some important precept of that reve- 
lation. ‘Thus the public service is a 
complete system of instruction, during 
the first part of the year, in the doc- 
trines, and during the latter part of 
the year in the duties of the gospel. 
he other festivals commemorate 
remarkable events in our Lord’s his- 
tory; such as his annunciation by an 
angel; the murder of the children at 
Bethlehem with a view to his destruc- 


tion; his birth, circumcision, mani-,. 
festation to the Gentiles through the : 


Eastern Magi; his presentation in the 


temple; ascension; and the pouring, 
out of the Holy Spirit on the day of 


Pentecost; or they commemorate 
those persons who have been distin- 
guished instruments of the divine 
oodness to man, viz. the Baptist, the 
Apostles, the Evangelists, the first of 
martyrs Stephen, the blessed Angels, 
and finally the Saints in general. 
The season of Lent is‘set apart as 
a fast, after the example of our blessed 
Lord, who fasted forty days, and of 
the ancient Church of God, who ob- 
sefved the same period of the year as 
a season of humiliation. It is not the 
intention of the Church that the 
whole of this time should be passed in 
atts of devotion, but that it should be 
a season of more than ordinary reli- 
gious reflection, and that there should 
be frequent prayer both in private 
and public. ‘The days of Lent more 
particularly appropriated to religious 
consideration, humiliation and pray- 
er, are the first days of that season 
commonly called Ash-Wednesday, 
and the days of the week, more espe- 
cially the Friday on which our Lord 
was crucified. ‘The scriptures and 


collects for Ash-Wednesday excite 


the Christian to self-examination, and 
by a representation of the ingratitude 
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of sin, of the exceeding displeasure of 
the Almighty against it, and of its 
awful consequences in this world and 
the next, press upon him the duty of 
contrition and reformation. 

The service for the other fast days 
instructs men in the guilt and danger 
of sin, and the correspondent duty of 
repentance by a representation in al] 
their variety of the sufferings of our 
blessed Lord, from that moment 
when Judas dipped his sop with him 
at the supper, to their consummation 
in the agony of the garden and of 
the cross. | 

From this statement it is evident 
that these institutions were designed 
and appointed for these good purpo- 
ses: as a channel of knowledge in re. 
ligion; an incitement to piety; an 
expression of gratitude to God; and 
a profession of the faith of the 
Church. 

In the first place. They are in- 
portant instruments of religious 
knowledge. ‘To children and. novi- 
ces they administer, says Hooker, the 
first occasion to ask and inquire of 
God. ‘The very name of these days 
awakens the mind to the contempla- 
tion of some interesting truth of di- 
vine revelation. The Old Testament 
with the omission of a few chapters of 
a local nature, is read through once, 
aud the New Testament twice in 
every year. The doctrine is proved 
by the concurrent testimony of the 
law and the gospel, and the precept is 
enforced with the dignity of the pro- 
phet, the pathos of the Evangelist, 
and the simplicity of the Epistolary 
writer. By this arrangement even 
they who do study the holy volume in 
private, have their knowledge of it 
enlarged; for by placing together 
correspondent Scriptures their sense 
is explained, and the order in which 
they are read assists the mind to un- 
derstand and the memory to retain 
their precious contents. But to the 
ignorant who cannot, and the irreli- 
gious who will not read the Scrip- 
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tures, how im t is this system of 
‘nstruction! How many are indebted 
to it for that ardour with which they 
now pursue religious inquiries! How 
many withoufwould never have at- 
tained the dom unto salvation! 
Are there any inquiring, what they 
shall do to be saved? In the Church 
they may be sure of a satisfactory re- 
ply, not from fallible man, but from 
the volume of inspiration. Are there 
any who would hear the whole coun- 
sel of God? In the service of the 
Church during the Ecclesiastical 
year, every truth of divine revelation 
is recited. 

Blessed be the good providence of 
God for a system of instruction so 
accurate and complete! 

In the second place, the fast and 
festival institutions are calculated to 
make much impression on the heart. 

On these occasions, one object is 
placed before the congregation. ‘The 
Scriptures and collect, and sometimes 
selected psalms and particular cere- 
monies, direct the affections to this 
one object. It is asif a picture were 
suspended in the house of God to in- 
terest the feelings. Now it is the Son 
of God in a manger, or honoured by 
the wise men, consecrated to the 
divine service in the temple by his 
pious mother, praying and fasting in 
the wilderness, bleeding on the cross 
for our salvation, or bursting the 
shackles of the tomb, and dscending 
gloriously to his eternal throne. 

Now it is the Holy Ghost descend- 
ing with healing in his wings to cure 
the blindness and leprosy of sin. 
Now it is a Saint Peter reminding us 
by his frailty that we are fallen men, 
and that our help cometh from on 
high. Now a Paul reproving our 
lukewarmness, or the beloved disciple 
leaning on the bosom of our Lord, 






- “and inviting us to love him who first 


loved us. 

Every Christian denomination 
have occasional fast and thanksgiving 
days, thereby acknowledging the 
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utility of such institutions. The Al- 
mighty himself has recommended 
them, by having appointed many holy 
days to be annually observed in the 
Hebrew Church. And our blessed 
Lord commemorated the feast of de- 
dication, although it was instituted by 
no express divine authority, but by 
Judas Maccabeus to celebrate the 
recovery of the temple from the Syro- 
Grecians. 

My brethren, although you should 
be thoroughly acquainted with the 
Scriptures, do not on this account 
undervalue the instruction of the 
Church. We all need “line upon 
line, and precept upon precept.” We 
need the animation produced by the 
public reading ot the word of God, 
and by the distinct contemplation of 
the great events and illustrious cha- 
racters of the gospel. Honour, then, 
institutions which reason, experience, 
and divine wisdom recommend as 
instruments of piety. 

In the third place. These institu- 
tions are a suitable expression of gra- 
titude to God and the Redeemer. 
“By festival solemnities and set days,” 
says St. Augustin, “we dedicate and 
sanctify to God the memory of his 
benefits, lest unthankful forgetfulness 
thereof should creep upon us in course 
of time.” To appropriate particular 
days to acknowledge our obligations 
to God for some dispensation of his 
grace, or for some eminent servant 
whom he has raised up for the benefit 
of mankind. ‘To determine that on 
such days we will meditate on that 
mercy, adore its author, honour his 
instrument, and bewail our own sin- 
fulness and unworthiness. What 
more suitable expression of gratitude 
can be conceived! 

And if it be right to express grati- 
tude to God for the instrument of a 
national benefit, how much more 
ought we to commemorate the birth- 
day of our spiritual benefactors! If 
the Jew in the public assembly annu- 
ally testified his gratitude for the di- 
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vine mercies, how much more shall 
Christians for the superior blessings 
bestowed on them. 

On these stated days let us meet 
together in the house of God to med- 
itate on his mercies, and to express 
to him and to the world our devout 
thankfulness. On every such occa- 
sion, let each heart respond to the 
words of David: “This is the day 
which the Lord hath made; we will 
rejoice and be glad in it.” 

In the fourth place. The fast and 
festival institutions guard the purity 
of Christian faith, They are wit- 
nesses of ancient truth, and continu- 
ally remind Christians of the doc- 
trines they profess. 

If the doctrine of the Trinity was 
erased from our articles, Baptism 
would still remind us that we are the 
children of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. The regulations of 
which we are speaking would operate 
in the same way: Thus, with respect 
to the doctrines of the Atonement, 
the Resurrection, and the influences 
of the Holy Ghost, though they 
should be explained away, or even 
expunged from the written word, the 
solemn fast of Lent, the feasts of 
Easter and Whitsuntide would in- 
stantly bring us back to the faith of 
the gospel. Ifthe instruction of the 
pulpit should be erroneous, such in- 
stitutions in common with our liturgy 
could not fail to expose it, and declare 
the true principles of our ‘religion. It 
is to such institutions, in a great mea- 
sure, under heaven that the Church 
is indebted for the purity of her faith. 
They are both a beacon against here- 
sy, and a star which conducts the in- 
quirer to the Saviour of the world. 

It is sometimes objected to these 
institutions, that their end may be 
attained by preaching. But admitting 
this, surely various means may be 
used with pro 5 mand in concurrence 
to accomplish the same object; and it 
should be | yeseboneed, that while these 
institutions are auxiliary to the most 
unexceptionable sermons, they correct 
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the errors and supply the deficiencies 
of that mode of instruction. 

It is an obvious reflection from oy 
subject, that the Clyrch has made 
abundant provision the spiritual 
improvement of her members. Con. 
sider, for a moment, her system of 
instruction , and incitement. The in. 
fant member is commended to the 
divine mercy by the prayer of the 
whole congregation; spiritual guar. 
dians are appointed for him, and 
bound by the most solemn vows to 
fulfil their duty. A catechism suita. 
ble to his capacity is provided, and 
his instruction in it is enjoined on his 
parents, sponsors, and minister. Ar. 
rived at the age of discretion, he is 
called, in the rite of confirmation, to 
dedicate himself to God in a public 
and most solemn manner, and he 
again is blessed with the special pray- 
ers of the whole congregation. He 
is now admitted to the holy supper, 
and day after day, in the house and 
at the altar of God, in his sick cham. 
ber and at the grave of his friend, he 
is guided and quickened in the path 
of peace and salvation. In her public 
service, the Church constantly ad 
dresses her members after the manner 
of Moses, “The words of God shall 
be in your hearts.” In her baptismal 
office and catechism, she says to the 
parent and guardian, “You shall 
teach them diligently to your chil- 
dren.” In her office of visitation, 
she says to the sick and afflicted, “Ye 
shall talk of these words of God when 
you sit in the house, and when you 
lie down, and when you rise up.” Ib 
her fast and festival institutions, she 
complies with the precept: “You shall 
bind them for a sign upon the hand, 
and for frontlets between the eyes; 
and you shall write them upon the 
posts of your house, and upon your 
gates.” 

My brethren, let us be 


grateful to 
God that we have these spiritual ad- 


vantages. “The lines are fallen unto 
us in pleasant places, yea we have @ 


goodly heritage.” The Church feels 
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per obligation to God, expresses 
her gratitude by imperishable memo- 
rials, and consults the interest of all 
sorts and conditions of men, of the 
infant, the youth, and the adult per- 
son, of the novice and the confirmed 
Christian. 

Surely it is our duty to co-operate 
with these endeavours for the ben- 
efit of mankind; for our benefit, yes, 
for our knowledge and virtue and sal- 
vation. 

Paget oy Lee 

' «Two Saints are commemorated by 
the Church this day; the first whereof 
is St. Philip. |" Pere? & 

1. Of St. Philip.—St. Philip was 
born at Bethsaida, a town of Galilee, 
a barren country of Judea, near the 
sea of Tiberias. John i. 44. Our Sa- 
viour, living in this obscure remote 
place, was pleased to choose his dis- 
ciples out of the plain ordinary men 
of this neighbourhood, who were 
mostly fishermen, by reason of the 
nighness of the sea of Tiberias, which 
was a great lake well stored with fish, 
and which therefore invited many of 
the neighbouring inhabitants to take 
upon them that profession. He was 
the next, after St. Andrew and St. 
Peter, called to the apostleship; and, 
as some think, before them; the oth- 
er, after their first call, returning to 
their employs. He was the person 
towhom the Greeks applied them- 
selves, that they might have some 
knowledge of the Messias. John xii. 
20, 21. It was he, whose curiosity 
led him to know more of the Divine 
nature than our Saviour was willing 
to reveal unto him, in his address to 
him, “Lord, shew us the Father, and 
it sufficeth us.” John xiv. 8. To 
whom our Saviour returns this gentle 
rebuke, “Have I been so long with 
you; and yet hast thou not known me, 
Philip? He that hath seen me, hath 
seen the father.” After our Saviour’s 
ascension, he is recorded to have 
preached the Gospel in the higher 
Asia. Others will have him to have 
Joned with St. Bartholomew, in 


At 
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preaching to the Scythians. Isidorus 
says, he converted the Gauls; but it 
is probable he means the Gallogreci, 
or inhabitants of Galatia. His last 
preaching before his death was in 

ierapolis, a city of Asia Minor, now 
called Aleppo, where he underwent 
his martyrdom, as St. Chrysostom 
writes. And Eusebius expressly 
says, that Philip the Apostle having 
preached the Gospel at Hierapolis, 
was crucified, and, while he was fast- 
ened to the cross, was killed by stones 
thrown at him. pm BPM 

2. Of St. James.——The saint, 
whidh is this day commemorated, is 
commonly called by the name of 
James the Less. ‘The reason of this 
compellation was, either because he 
was less in personage, as some have 
imagined; or, most probably, because 
he was younger than the other, and 
not so much advanced in years when 
he came to the apostleship. He was 
the son of Alpheus, otherwise called 
Cleopas, (Luke xxiv. 18;) and is for 
distinction sake, called the brother of 
the Lord. Gal.i. 19. He was, after 
our Saviour’s resurrection, constituted 
bishop of Jerusalem, and seems to 
have presided in the first council held 
there, (Acts xv.) and to have directed 
the debates of the apostles concerning 
the Jewish ceremonies. There is 
mention made of him, and that too as 
the brother ofJesus Christ, by Jose- 
phus, who says, he was delivered up 
to be stoned by the cruelty of Anani- 
as the high-priest, whose death gave 
great dissatisfaction to the good peo- 
ple of the city. ‘There was an extra- 
ordinary opinion of his sanctity 
throughout al! the city of Jerusalem, 
where he lived; from whence he got 
the surname of The Just. His mar- 
tyrdom is recorded by the ecclesiasti- 
cal historians after this manner: the 
Scribes and Pharisees, being impa- 
tient at the great growth of Christian- 
ity in Judea, were resolved to set up- 
on James, and by menaces force him 
to renounce that religion publickly 
before the people. And the better to 
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lery of the temple, and would oblige 
him to make a recantation before a 
roultitude of people who were gather- 
ed together upon the rumour which 
was abroad concerning this 
matter. But instead of denying Christ, 
he made a public confession of him 
before that great assembly, who there- 

almost unanimously cried out, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David;” 
which so enraged the unbelieving 
Jews, that they threw him down 
headlong from the high place which 
they had set him on. But being not 
quite killed by his fall, he prayed to 
God for forgiveness to his murderers. 
However, this did but enrage his 
spiteful persecutors the more; and 
one of them being a fuller, and having 
in his hand a staff which he made use 
of in his trade to beat his cloth in the 
scouring, he struck him over the head 


therewith, and killed him. Dr. N- 
cholls. 
St. Philip and St. James being here 


placed together, to be commemorated 
in one day, for what reason does not 
clearly appear, the Collect likewise 
joins them together in a prayer that 
we may have grace to follow their 
steps. The Epistle gives some ac- 
count of the life and doctrine of St. 
James, and the Gospel of St. Philip. 
Dr. Hole.” 
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For the Gospel Messenger. 


ON THE MINISTRY AS A DIVINE 
INSTITUTION. 


No. L. 
INTRODUCTION. 


Tue disputations of the learned, 
on the form of the Christian Ministry, 
are of but little im to the 
generality of readers. But few are 
acquainted with the writings of the 
Fathers, and fewer still will be at the 


On the Ministry as a Divine Institution. 
do this, they hurry him up into a gal- 
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trouble to read them, even in an Eng 
lish translation. Many persons ,, 


‘mot perceive the importance of a py, 


culiarly organized Ministry, an 
deem it a matter of indifference, whe 


ther it_consists of one order, or » 
hundred. Nor do they appear ty 
care, whether a man takes this offic 
upon himself, or is called to it by g, 
vine appoimtment; whether he ary 
by virtue of his own will and capri 
or is commissioned by ecclesiasticd 
authority, provided hearers can by 
collected to attend upon his preach. 
ing. There are others, howeve, 
who believe in the necessity of av 
lid Ministry, but who give themselve 
no trouble to inquire in what its » 
lidity consists. Others, again, beliee 
an imparity in the Ministerial ae 
to be useful, in promoting i a 

and government among Clergy, 
because they have been accustomed 
to see it in the Church in which the 
have been brought up. But whethe 
any, or what particular x form, Or 0 
der, may have been appointed ly 
Apostolical authority, they seem née 
ther to know, nor to think an_ objet 
worth their inquiry. They appz 
not to be aware, that the Ministera 
Office is of God’s own tet. 


and that no man, or any collection d 


men, can lawfully alter its form, a 
more than they can lawfully chang 
the elements in the Lord’s y Sen @ 
the form of Christian baptism. Thi 
would be to substitute human autho 
rity for divine; for the Christiai 
Priesthood is as much a divine ins 
tution, as Christianity is a divine rev 
elation. Whatever is appointed )j 
divine authority, must be importa, 
and must demand our acquiescen’. 
God requires our obedience to his i 
stitutions and ordinances. He doé 
not ask our approbation of their sult 
ciency as means to an end. He 
alone is Judge. He does not inquitt 
whether we could improve upon 

ordinances, give a better form to his 
Church, or a more dignified commis 
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‘on to his ambassadors. Whatever 
ne does, is the effect of infinite wis- 
iom, goodness, and power. Nothing 
< left to man, but obedience, adora- 
ion, and praise. 

The validity of the Sacerdotal 
ommission is of un ionable im- 
»ortance to the Christian Church. 
Without a valid, scriptural, ministry, 
here can be neither scriptural sacra- 
nts nor Church. [Ff we cannot 
wove by the Bible, that the three 
\rders of the Ministry, as they exist 
n the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
vere established by Apostolical au- 
hority, then they certainly do not 
stitute a valid, scriptural, Minis- 
ry, nor can our Ministers be the 
unbassadors” of Christ, or “the 
tewards of his mysteries.” I shall, 
erefore, endeavour to prove, chiefly 
tom the Bible, that the orders of 
jishop, Priest, and Deacon, derive 
heir spiritual authority from Aposto- 
al appointment, and, consequently, 
hat they are the Ministers of God, 
“things pertaining to men.” 

“It is absolutely necessary,” says 

































objed » Presbyterian Form of Church 
pp foovernment, ch. viii. s. 1. “that the 


wernment of the Church be exer- 
ised under some certain and definite 


iond form: And we hold it to be expedient, 
1, at feed agreeable to scripture and the 
bang epractice of the primitive Christians, 
ert fame tat the Church be governed by con- 
Thi Meerezatronal, presbyterial, and s 
the “cal assemblies.”* The Presbyte- 
istia Hans have an unquestionable right to 
ins "ake this declaration, if they please; 
e re Meld, I trust, that none will be offend- 
d by ee with me for asserting, in the words 
rtatt, f°! the Episcopal Church, that “It is 
ence. Me Vident unto all men, diligently read- 
sis i E'S Holy Scripture and Ancient Au- 
doe FB thors, that from the Apostles’ time 
sufi MB there-have been these Orders of Min- 
Hie@@Sters in Christ’s Church, Bishops, 
“3 Priests, and Deacons.”’t 
on 
, ® Cc 

to his 86, = a of the Presbyt. Church, pp. 
amis 


| Preface to the Ordination Service, in 
‘¢ Book of Common Prayer. 
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They to whom the office of teach- 
ing in the Chureh of Christ, has been 
lawfully committed, are to govern 
themselves by the rules laid down by 
the Apostles: “Hold fast the form 
of sound words, which thou hast 
heard of me,” said St. Paul to Tim- 
othy, Bishop of Ephesus. “Believe 
not every spirit, but try the spirits 
whether they are of God,” says St. 
John. “Earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once delivered unto 
the saints,”||} says St. Jude. Now 
under these solemn charges, F feel it 
to be as much my duty to instruct 
the people of my Pastoral charge, in 
a know of the Ministry, as a 
divine institution, as to insist upon 
their acknowledging the essential di- 
vinity of Christ, the propitiatory sac- 
rifice of the cross, the doctrine of uni- 
versal redemption, and infant bap- 
tism. ‘There are Churches, as well 
as individuals, who deny some of 
these things. But that, unquestiona- 
bly, is not a sufficient reason for 
withholding, from my dwn people, 
what I conscientiously believe to be 
true, and what is universally received 
in the Church, to which I belong. 
St. Paul, in his charge to the Ephe- 
sian Presbyters at Miletus, asserted 
that, “he had not shunned to declare 
unto them all the counsel of God;’4f 
and if the Clergy really believe, that 
the form, as well as the faith of the 
Church can be proved from the 
Scriptures, we, most certainly, must 
feel it to be our duty, to instruct our 
people in its distinctive principles, 
and institutions,.as well as its doc- 
trine. And it is a right justly apper- 
taining to every religious desemina- 
tion, to instruct their own people in 
the truth of their own doctrine, in 
what they believe to be the scriptural 
order of their own Ministry, in the 
divine institution of their own ordi- 
nances and worship; and that, too, 
without being responsible to any oth- 
er denomination. When I hear a 


§ 1 John iv: 1. 
Y Acts xx. 27. 


t 2 Tim. i. 13. 


| Jude 3. 
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Clergyman say, ‘I prefer the doc- 
trine of Calvin, or of John Knox, 


to that of any other expositor, be- 
cause I believe it to be more con- 
formable to the word of God;’ or if 
he asserts that the Puritans were bet- 
ter acquainted with the Apostolical 
Constitution of the Church, than the 
primitive Fathers, I do not feel of- 
fended; because, he has precisely the 
same right to entertain these opinions, 
that I have to think otherwise. He 
will answer to God for his belief, and 
so shall I for mine. Each, then, has 
a right to retain and profess his own 
opinion, without giving offence. And 
so of the Ministry. If a Non-Epis- 
copalian thinks he can prove from 
the Scriptures, that only one order 
exists in the Christian Ministry by 
divine appointment, and I think dif- 
ferently, let each enjoy, in Christian 
charity, his own opinion. Let each 
instruct his own people, in the truth 
of his own belief, and let neither take 
offence at the other. 

From this view of the subject, I 
have thought it would be useful to 
prepare, for the information and in- 
struction of the members of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, a series of 
ae popular essays, on the Divine 

itution of the Christian Ministry. 
As Episcopalians, they are to be in- 
structed in what their Church be- 
lieves, and teaches, and practices. 
By remaining ignorant of its distinc- 
tive character, they may imbibe opi- 
nions which are at variance, if not 
hostile, to its venerable and Apostol- 
ical institutions. But when they are 
thoroughly acquainted with the form 
and strength of its battlements, they 
will be able to remain secure, what- 


‘ever storms may roar around their 


base. 
A PARISH MINISTER. 


—-—o— 

The world is the hell of the good, 
and the heaven of the wicked; i. e. it 
is all the evil that the former shall 
meet with, and all the good the latter 
shall enjoy. <Asiat. Prov. 


For the Gospel Messenger. 
REMARKS 


On Professor Turner’s last work, entitles 
“Notes on the Epistle to the Romans.” 


WE welcome this production wit, 
much more than ordinary satisfactio, 
We rejoice in it, as the anticipatg 
and precious fruit of our Theologicg 
Seminary. That this institutiq 
would exercise a salutary infl 
not only on our future clergy, but 
those also who had long since entere 
the Ministry, and, in particular, thy 
it would invite, and encourage, the 
logical inquiry on the part of thos 
who became its professors, was tp 
have been expected. 

We consider the intellectual effort, 
which they who have the charge ¢ 
the Seminary, have been led to make 
the theological acquirements whid 
they have been stimulated to attain 
and the works illustrating and recom 
mending our holy religion which the 
have been induced to prepare, ati 
which we naturally regard as th 
mere gleanings of a plentiful harves, 
yet to be gathered up, as a full com 
pensation for the cares, and exertiou, 
and contributions, which have bea 
bestowed upon this best hope of th 
Church, and a return to the prayes 
of the pious on this subject, whid 
cannot fail to awaken a deep grat 
tude, and to encourage them to yt 
more ardent supplication. The a 
dress of the Rev. Dr. Wilson, Proje 
sor of Systematic Divinity, at th 
opening of the session in Novembé 
last, is before the public, and we at 
sure, no one who has had the ple 
sure of reading it, will dissent from 
the judgment of a cotemporary jou" 
nal: “It is marked by tokens of! 
sound mind, elevated conceptioms 
orthodox sentiments, and pics 
views.” In the preceding year, Pre 
fessor Turner had equally delightel 
and insiructed his hearers on a silk 
lar occasion, and he now presents & 
with a valuable volume, and we hav’ 
heard that he contemplates simili 
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notes on the other books of Scripture. 
We can only say that, we sincerely 
thank him for the present gift, and 
the hope that the good deed will be 
repeated. If such a book comes to 
us only once a year, it will be far 
more acceptable than annual gifts 
ysually are, we are sure, not to our- 
selves only, but to the Church at 
large. These notes, we are told, 
“were intended to assist the author in 
his private lectures to his class.” 
They are gratifying, therefore, to the 
friends of the Seminary, as an evi- 
dence how eminently qualified the 
professor is for his highly responsible 
station. It is not the least of their 
merits that they are select; that they 
do not, as too many of what are call- 
ed complete Commentaries do, throw 
light where it is not needed; where it 
can have no other effect than to oc- 
cupy, unnecessarily, the time of the 
student, and in some instances to con- 
fusehim. Adverting to the economy 
of our author, we must also express 
our satisfaction, that he has not’swell- 
ed his book by quoting at large the 
passages which he illustrates, and 
that by judicious abbreviations, he 
has rendered the work cheap and 
portable, without, in the least, detract- 
ing from its utility. — 

We may be permitted to add, that 
it is a happy specimen of the simpli- 
city of character; the closeness of 
thought; the perfect freedom from 
ostentation, and the devoted attention 
to utility, for which our respectable 
and valued professor is remarkable. 
In return to his modest intimation, 
we do assure him that, “the student 
will not be disappointed,” and that 
he will find, not merely that which, 
but much more than “the title-page 
promises.” On the plan of Camp- 
bell, in his admirable notes on the 
Gospels; our author contemplates 
“exegetical inquiry, rather than po- 
lemic disquisition,” and forcibly re- 
‘commends by his example, as he had 
(one by precept, that the Scriptures 
should be made, as often as possible, 

GOS. MES.—VOL. I. 
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“their own interpreter.” These 
notes occupy about eighty-five close- 
ly printed pages. They may be con- 
sidered as the kernel, the essence of 
a mass of learning, which would fill 
several quartos. When we consider 
the brevity of life, the labour insepa- 
rable from wading through large vo- 
lumes of rich, but, in too many in- 
stances, of matier indigested, or unne- 
cessarily spread, and the judgment 
necessary to separate the c from 
the wheat, we must be sensible that 
the student of theology owes to our 
professor a large debt of gratitude. 
Selections would not ‘strictly corres- 
pond with the nature of this journal. 
Indeed, for the want of types in the 
Hebrew character, it. would be im- 
practicable. We pass on then to 
mention, that these notes are pre- 
ceded by an introduction by John B. 
Koppe, which our author has modest- 
ly translated, with such remarks, 
however, as satisfy us, that this was 
not necessary; that his acquaintance 
with the Epistle is so intimate and 
thorough, that he could have prepared 
a synopsis and historical account, 
which would have, in every respect, 
corresponded with the learning, the 
om and the piety, exhibited in 
is notes. 

The author has greatly increased 
the obligations of the religious public, 
and particularly of the candidates for 
orders, by an essay on the study of 
theology, full of the most important 
considerations, urged in a manner 
irresistibly affecting. It is, indeed, a 
beautiful episode to the learning with 
which he had favoured us, and hap- 
pily evinces that, the culture of the 
understanding is not inconsistent with 
the more important culture of the 
heart, while it proves that, he justly 
considers eet won as the means of 
usefulness, not the ultimate end of the 
candidate for orders that he has 
assigned to intellectual improvement, 
and theological information, their 
right place, regarding them as valua- 
ble indeed, but still secondary to piety. 

18 
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We do hope that, this admirable 
essay, and we hesitate not to say that, 
we know nothing on the same subject 
superior to it, will be in the hands of 
all our candidates, and that its circu- 
lation may be enlarged, we hope it 
will appear entire in the Gospel Mes- 
senger. On this account, therefore, 
we will at present simply analyze it. 

Pecuniary considerations, our au- 
thor remarks, are not the chief danger 
to be apprehended by our candidates. 
But he cautions against entering the 
Ministry from regard merely to the 
respectability of character, connected 
with that profession. Having illus- 
trated the necessity of pure motives, 
he next adverts to the misery insepa- 
rable from not having a decided pre- 
ference for the sacred office, on the 
- of those who are engaged in it. 

e then states the disadvantage of 
coming forward too soon, and the 
comparative usefulness of delay until 


a proper stock of knowledge be ac- © 


quired. A judicious plan of study, 
which may be persevered in through 
the whole course of ministerial life, is 
next suggested, and the whole con- 
cluded with rules for resolving some 
of the chief difficulties of scripture, 
most excellent, as far as they go, but 
we can only express our regret that 
they were not more numerous. They 
are such as peculiarly belong to this 
Epistle. We presume, it is intended 
to notice others at the end of the 
notes, on the other books of scripture, 
so that should the design be executed, 
we shall have a complete series of 
canons of criticism, which, we need 
not remark, from the specimen before 
us will be valuable indeed. 

We cannot dismiss the subject 
without expressing, we think we may 
call it, the pious wish, that the rare 
combination of talent and modesty; of 
learning and piety, which we are led 
by this werk to contemplate, may 
long be preserved for the edification 
of our Church, and the benefit of our 
country. 

A Friend to Zeal and Knowledge. 


On the 133d Psalu—Remarks on “Martur.”’ 


(May, 
To the Editors of the Gospel Messenger. 
ON THE CXXXIlI PSALM. 


Havine some time ago occasion 
to use the 133d Psalm, I accidentally 
took up an English Prayer Book, 
supposing the metrical version to be 
the same as that used in the Protes. 
ant Episcopal Church in the United 
States. I was, however, much sur. 
prised to find on comparing them, 
that the last verse was different, 
This edition was published at Oxford 
in 1771, and the 4th verse of th 
Psalm mentioned, is as follows: 


“For God to all, whose friendly Hearts 
with mutual Love abound, 

Has firmly promis’d Length of Days 
with constant Blessings crown’d.” 


In the American Prayer Book it 
stands thus: 

“For Sion is the chosen seat, 

Where the Almighty King 
The promis’d blessing his ordain’d, 
And life’s eternal spring.” 

I have examined several editions 
of the English Prayer Book, and 
found in all, with the above excep- 
tion, the version of Tate and Brady, 
as adopted by the Church in the Un- 
ted States. If any of your readers 
can inform me, whence the edition o/ 
1771 obtained the verse quoted, ! 
should be much gratified. It is not 
from Sternhold and Hopkins, fo 
their version runs thus: 

‘Even so the Lord doth pour on them 
his blessings manifold, 


Whose hearts and minds sincerely do, 
this knot fast keep and hold.” 


W. 5S. W. 
-- > @@eu- 


For the Gospel Messenger. 


REMARKS ON “MARTUR,” IN THE 
CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 


An “American Clergyman” ha‘ 
written a long letter for publication 0 
the Christian Observer, the usefil 
object of which, after a second pert 

, 1 have not been able to discove!. 
If it were to communicate informé 
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tion as to the state of the American 
Church, would not extracts from Bi- 
shop White’s Memoirs, or an abstract 
of our Conventional Journals, have 
been more satisfactory? If it were to 
inform our friends in England, of the 
unfortunate differences. which, from 
time to time, exist among the mem- 
bers of our Church, and which are, 
perhaps, unavoidable, considering 
the liability to misunderstanding and 
the perverseness of human nature; 
that was unnecessary, for the Editor 
of the Christian Observer expressly 
says, that he was “aware of the dis- 
cussions which agitate this, our sister, 
or rather daughter, Church.” It has 
been objected, with some reason, to 
Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical History, 
that it is too much a detail of the dif- 
ferences in opinion, and the discord 
which has prevailed in the Church; 
that many of the facts there recorded, 
for the honour of religion and the 
welfare of mankind, had better have 
been permitted to pass into oblivion. 
But how much more is it to be depre- 
cated, that the pages of a religious 
work should be stained with the re- 
cords of every petty misunderstand- 
ing and effusion of ill-will, which may 
have occurred in a remote and ob- 
scure section of the Church. Surely, 
aly Clergyman:can find better em- 
ployment for his time, than in prepar- 
ng for publication a narrative of the 
lamily quarrels which have afflicted, 
though not seriously injured, the 
branch of the Christian Church to 
which he belongs; differences which, 
ina few years, will be entirely forgot- 
ten, 

_It is to be regretted, that this 
“American Clergyman” uses the plu- 
ral “we” so often, for who can doubt 
that he is, in’ almost every respect, 


‘iigular. In pronouncing that one of 


our Bishops, now deceased, was erro- 
leous in his theological views; can 
this writer be aware, that in those 
views all the American Bishops, 
there is -reason to believe, 
‘oncur? it might be proved that a 


Remarks on “ Martur.” 
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large majority, if not every Ameri- 
can Bishop, living or dead, have en- 
tertained those theological sentiments 
which this writer holds to be errone- 
ous. This assertion is grounded on 
their public discourses, on common 
report as to their religious opinions, 
and in particular, on the pastoral let- 
ters published by the House of Bi- 
shops. Bishop Seabury published a 
volume of sermons before his death, 
and two have been published since. 
Bishop Moore of New-York, several 
occasional, and one in particular on 
regeneration. Bishop Moore one 
which was delivered before the Gen- 
eral Convention in 1820. Bishop 
Griswold preached before the Gene- 
ral Convention in 1823, a truly or- 
thodox sermon which was I believe 
universally approved and asked for 
publication, and it is hoped will soon 
appear in print. ‘T’o these discourses 
the appeal may be made in proof of 
the assertion above made. 

The uniformity of sentiment among 
our Bishops, and, to a very remarka- 
ble degree among our Clergy in gen- 
eral, t to be an occasion of 
thankfulness to all the lovers of con- 
cord. The “American Clergyman” 
deals in compliments. The Editor 
of the Christian Observer intimates 
that, he would have wished to “elide,” 
if possible, those which were bestow- 
ed on him. In the denominations 
other than his own, he finds surpass- 
ing “extent of well-doing” and “pow- 
er of well-directed zeal.” Of a large 
proportion of the Clergy of his own 
Church, he insinuates much more 
than I have ‘patience to transcribe. 
Some of the Clergy are, however, 
“truly evangelical,” and he, himself, 
is a candidate for this distinction, as 
he distinctly declares. Among our 
laity, venerable, well-informed, pious 
and zealous as many of them are, he 
can find worthy of his commendation 
only one individual, who, whatever 
be his merits, and we are not disposed 
to depreciate them, has surely neither 


from long standing, or active employ- 
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ment in the concerns of the Church, 
a claim to be thus placed in the fore- 
most rank. If only one layman was 
to be brought to the notice of our 
foreign brethren, we might reasonably 
have expected some name recorded 
in her history, or known as a leader 
in. her chief ecclesiastical council; 
some one who had been prominent in 
those measures which must distin- 
guish our Church, as long as she 
shall exist. 

The Christian Observer could not 
speak freely of a writer, who had 
been so complimentary to him, but 
the sentiments entertained of this sin- 
gular letter are ingeniously, and yet 
distinctly announced by the publica- 
tion, in juxta position, of the “highly 
interesting letter” of Dr. Jarvis; and 
“we are quite sure,” adds the Chris- 
tian Observer, “that the extracts will 
not diminish the high reputation 
which he enjoys in the Anglo-Ameri- 
can Church.” 

We cannot forbear adding another 
excellent hint, or “hit,’ from the 


same Editor, which we hope has 


attracted the special attention of Mar- 
tur. “Earnestly do we hope, that 
his remarks on the evils of party spi- 
rit in the Church, will be weighed 
with the attention they deserve; on 
both sides of the Atlantic.” 

“It is a source of great grief to me,” 
says Dr. Jarvis, in a letter to. the 
Editor of the Christian Observer, “to 
find that there is so much party spirit 
in the Church of England. It would 


ill become me, a stranger, at this dis- 


tance from you, to express any cen- 
sure, or to attach blame where it may 
not be deserved. I cannot help be- 
lieving, though perhaps my belief is 
prompted by my hopes, that there is 
a mutual misunderstanding. You 
speak in England of a contest for first 
principles; whether Christian piety 
is more than a form; whether there 
is such a thing as the religion of the 
heart, an ardent love for the Divine 
Saviour, a t sense of the 
infinite value of the soul, the import- 


ance of eternity, the need of the Holy 
Spirit’s influences, human guilt and 
infirmity, the necessity of crucifying 
the flesh with its affections and | 
being dead to the world, &c. My 
dear sir, I think I can answer for the 
generality of the clergy in this coun. 
try, that on these points there is no 
dispute. I would fain believe that on 
these general principles, the vitals of 
Christianity, there can be no debate 
among those who call themselves 
Christians. It is very probable that 
our small, but I trust pure, portion 
of Christ’s holy catholic church is 
less infested with a worldly spirit 
than yours. We are poor, and you 
are wealthy. There is no inducement 
to come into the priest’s office fora 
bit of bread. The church is not the 
road to honour or emoluments and 
as this is a nation of Dissenters, and 
Episcopacy is considered by many a 
allied to monarchy, we must, fo 
some time at least, be contented to 
remain unpopular. The greatest evil 
thatcan befal us is party spirit: and 
it deserves the serious consideration 
of our fellow-churchmen in England, 
whether your divisions will not be 
likely to affect our peace. Your pub- 
lications are of course more read here 
than ours are with you; and it is na 
tural that the shades of our religious 
complexion should be much influen- 
ced’by what we see in your publice- 
tions. Your journal, in particular, s 
much read in this country.” 
AN OBSERVER. 


.-r- 
For the Gospel Messenger. 


CHRISTIANIZING THE INDIANS. 


I am happy to find from the fol- 
lowing- document, that our Church, 
as she has never been insensible to 
the claims of the Aboriginés on our 
religious charity, so she is now co 
operating, in a measure, in the good 
work of communicating to them “the 
knowledge of redemption, the meas 
of grace, and the hope of glory.” 
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The ener interesting report of 
Mr. Davis, to the Diocesan Conven- 


tion of New-York, is well worthy of 
attention: : 

“By permission of the Bishop, I 
have performed the duties of Lay- 
Reader and Catechist among the 
Oneidas, one year and qne month. 
During which time, the services of 
the Church have been well attended 
by the natives, and I have reason to 
believe, that my endeavours to bring 
them to a knowledge and practice of 
the duties of Christianity, have been 
rendered in some effectual, by 
Him, without whose assistance, our 
best efforts are vain. ‘The Oneidas 
have made considerable progress in 
civilization, and are considered the 
most respectable of the six confede- 
ratenations. ‘Their number consists 
of 1160 souls. ‘The chiefs and war- 
riors, and in fact the whole nation, 
are zealously attached to the Episco- 
pal Church. ‘They view it as the 
Church of their forefathers. They 
revert with pleasure to that period, 
‘the year 1701,) when the Society in 
England for Propagating the Gospel 
in Foreign: Parts, sent a faithful la- 
vourer among them, who reared the 
‘tandard of the cross, and planted the 
Apostolic Church in the bosom of 
ineir nation. “The Gospel trée,’ say 
they, ‘which was then planted among 
ls, is again permitted to flourish “in 
he midst of our canton—we will sit 
under its branches, and partake of its 
tlorious fruits.’ Notwithstanding the 
Opposition of interested individuals, 
and thé strong prejudices which pre- 
vail in ‘the minds of many, in regard 
(0 the utility of missionary labour 
among these degraded sons of the 
lorest, I think it is evident, from what 
has already been accomplished since 


thé establishment of this’ mission , that 
uch good will result froma contin- 


ance of our exertions. IT have per- 
lormed the services of the Church on 
Sundays in their own language, to a 
congregation of about four or five 
iundred Indians; all of them, with 


The Resurrection of Jesus. 
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becoming sobriety, taking an inte- 
resting — in the worship of God. 
And I have the satisfaction to say, 
that many of them are not only hear- 
ers, but doers of the word. I have 
catechised, during the summer, from 
fifty to sixty children, twice a week; 
attended seventeen funerals, and wit- 
nessed the baptism of fifty-six Indian 
children; thirty-six by the Rev. Mr. 
Anthon, of Utica, seven by the Rev. 
Mr. Nash, of Exeter, and thirteen by 
the Rev. Jonathan Judd, of the Dio- 
cess of Connecticut. Two have been 
added to the communion, which 
makes the number to consist of forty. 
- The Indians are now engaged in 
preparing a school-house, and have 
invited Mr. Albert G. Ellis, a young 
man who formerly resided here with 
Mr. Williams, and who has acquired 
some knowledge of their language, to 
take charge of the school, which will 
probably commence in about twenty- 
five days. In this school it is thought 
best to pursue the Lancasterian sys- 
tem, as far as practicable, and instruct 
the scholars in both their own and 
the English language. It is thought 
that at least fifty children will attend, 
as it is a subject rendered highly 
pleasing to both parents and children, 
by making a part of the studies to 
consist of their native tongue, which 
is considered the most powerful 
means ‘of attaching them to the 
school: the want of which attachment 
has, heretofore, proved, in similar 
establishments, an insurmountable 
barrier to success; as the Indians, not 
relishing the study of a foreign lan- 
guage, generally become disaffected 
and leave the institution before any 
thing like a course of studies could 
be completed.” 


LE 


Tue following beautiful extract, 
from the Scotch Preacher, is pecu- 
liarly appropriate to the season of the 
ecclesiastical year. The awful scenes 


upon Mount Calvary, and the joyful 
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events of the Resurrection morn, 
have but lately been the subjects of 
our meditation in the offices of the 
Church, and are still the subjects of 
our wonder, gratitude, and praise. 
Our thoughts still linger upon the 
unexcited mercy of Jehovah, and 
dwell on the delightful theme of re- 
deeming love. As this passage will 
have a tendency to keep alive these 
pious feelings, it will, we doubt not, 
be read with interest by every serious 
Christian. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


An uncertain rumour to cir- 
culate through the city, as if he 


should rise from the dead on the 
third day. This circumstance, joined 
to the consternation which was visi- 
ble in the countenances and gestures 
of the people as they returned from 


the mountain, gave serious alarm to 
the rulers: they met early in the 
evening in close cabal; all was not 
right in their own bosoms; there was 
a terror of God in their assembly. 
Their guilty minds foreboded dangers 
from every quarter: They dreaded a 
revolution in the passions of the mul- 
titude; and the probable transition, 
from that universal dejection which 
pervaded Jerusalem, to tumult and 

ce. They even dreaded, that, 
the disciples of Jesus, availing them- 
selves of, the rumour of an expected 
resurrection, might carry off the 
corpse, pretending that he was risen; 
and thus the ae force of the popu- 
lar rage might recoil against the ru- 
lers, as the murderers of the Messiah, 
and destroyers of the hope of Israel. 
Their first concern now, therefore, 
was to make sure of the body, the 
only pledge of their safety; that by 
publicly producing it a dead corpse 
on the third day, they might vindi- 
cate what they had done, and extin- 
guish the last rays of hope which any 
of the nation might have formed from 


Whe Resurrection of Jesus. 
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Jesus of Nazareth. For this end the 
most effectual precautions were taken 
which the case could possibly admit, 
By application to the governor of the 
province, a company of Roman so). 
diers was procured, who at sun-set, 
in the evening of the crucifixion-day, 
were posted as a guard at the sepul- 
chre; and the vast stone which closed 
its entrance was secured by the seal 
of the High Priest; so deeply in ear. 
nest were the rulers in this matter, 
The officer and the d were in- 
structed, that they should be answer. 
able to produce the seal unbroken, 
and the body safe in the sepulchre on 
the third day. 

But there were higher parties con- 
cerned in this case, of whose interfer. 
ence the rulers were not aware; and 
against whom their and their 
seal could yield no protection. In 
as far as respected the disciples of 
Jesus indeed, the caution of the rulers 
was excessive; from this quarter no 
danger could reasonably be appre- 
hended, whatever the fears of guilty 
men might . The situation 
of the eleven rendered them utterly 
unfit for enterprise: they were plain 
and simple men; all their hopes had 
expired with their master; they lay 
under every circumstance of discour 
agement and perplexity; “they had 
trusted that it had been he who should 
have redeemed Israel;” but his unre 
sisting submission, and placid surrer- 
der of life, had filled them with utter 
amazement and dejection. Their 
case was mortifying and alarming i 
the highest degree: they now felt 
themselves without a leader, without 
a friend, exposed amidst a nation 
enemies, as the poer remains of 2 
broken and ruined party. They 
durst not even be seen, or stir in the 
city where every man’s hand seemed 
to be lifted against them: lest the 
storm which had overwhelmed their 
Master should burst also upon thet 
heads. They had forsaken him and 
fled at his trial; they had not evet 
dared to mix with the crowd at the 








tterly 
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crucifixion, but stood afar off: “The 
shepherd was smitten, and the sheep 
were scattered.” The attempts of 
such men could not be formidable, 
nor require all this military apparatus 
of watching and defence. But the 
providence of God overrules the 
counsels of men, that he may bring 
forth truth into victory. The precau- 
tions of the rulers were, on this occa- 
sion, subservient to the cause which 
they meant to overthrow; they were 
carefully providing evidence for their 
own confusion; not knowing what 
they did, they were stationing at the 
grave of Jesus a band of neutral men, 
who, being neither Christians nor 
Jews, and conscious of no interest in 
the event, farther than to do their du- 
tyas Roman soldiers on guard, were 
intended of heaven to bear unexcep- 
tionable testimony to the fact, and to 
become, in the first instance, the wit- 
nesses of the glory of the resurrec- 
tion. 

Such were the respective situations 
of the rulers and the disciples, and 
such the state of things in Jerusalem, 
while the Captain of our salvation lay 
in the silence of the tomb. In that 
season the Roman soldiers were not 


| the only guards of the sepulchre: the 


heavenly hosts were moved, the le- 
gions of God were arrayed to protect 
the sacred deposit. The preparations 
were now fully .formed in both 
worlds, and all things stood in readi- 
ness for the moment in which the 
arm of the Lord should be revealed. 
Twice had the sun gone down up- 
on the earth, and all, as yet, was quiet 


§ atthe sepulchre: Death held his scep- 


tre over the Son of God; still, and 
silent, the hours passed on; the guards 
stood by their post, the rays of the 
midnight moon gleamed on their hel- 
mets, and on their spears: the ene- 
mes of Christ exulted in their success; 
the hearts of his friends were sunk in 
despondency and in sorrow; the spi- 
nits of glory waited in anxious sus- 
pense to behold the event, and won- 
tered at the depth of the ways of 


God. At length the morning-star 
arising in the east, announced the 
approach of light; the third day be- 
gan to dawn upon the world, when, 
on a sudden, the earth trembled to its 
centre, and the powers of heaven 
were shaken; an angel of God de- 
scended, the guards shrunk back 
from the terror of his presence, and 
fell prostrate on the ground: “His 
countenance was like lightning, and 
his raiment was white as snow:” he 
rolled away the stone from the door 
of the sepulchre, and sat upon it. 
But who is this that cometh forth 
from the tomb, with dyed garments 
from the bed of death? He that is 
glorious in his appearance, walking 
in the greatness of his strength? It 
is thy Prince, O Zion; Christian, it 
is your Lord: He hath trodden the 
wine-press alone; he hath stained his 
raiment with blood; but now, as the 
first-born from the womb of nature, 
he meets the morning of his resurrec- 
tion. He arises a conqueror from the 
grave; he returns with blessings from 
the world of spirits; he brings salva- 
tion to the sons of men. Never did 
the returning sun usher in a day so 
glorious; it was the jubilee of the 
universe. The morning stars sung 
together, and all the sons of God 
shouted aloud for joy: the Father of 
Mercies looked down from his throne 
in the heavens; with complacency he 
beheld his world restoreds he saw 
his work that it was good. Then did 
the desert rejoice; the face of nature 
was gladdened before him, when the 
blessings of the Eternal descended as 
the dew of heaven, for the refreshing 
of the nations. 


-~-@@e-..- 


From the Christian Observer. 


Ir will interest your biblical read- 
ers to be informed, that the learned 
and pious Bishop of St. David’s, un- 
daunted by the objections urged a- 
gainst his arguments in favour of the 
authenticity of 1 John v. 7, and un- 
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checked by the want of courtesy with 
which some of those objections have 
been conveyed, has again publicly 
issued forth to the important contest. 
His lordship has just published a se- 
cond edition of bis “Vindication” of 
the disputed passage, agaimst M. 
Griesbach; to which he has append- 
ed a refutation of the strange hypo- 
thesis of the work entitled “Palzoro- 
maica,”’ respecting the original lan- 
guage of the New Testament,* and 
has prefixed a. copious article of six- 
ty-eight pages, in reply to the objec- 
tions of the Quarterly Review against 
his lordship’s arguments in favour of 
1 John vy. 7. As your work contains 
in former volumes various papers on 
the controversy, and allusions to it, 
your readers may not be displeased 
at having before them, in a concise 
form, the present state of the argu- 
ment in favour of the passage. This 
is the more desirable, as most of the 
publications which have entered upon 
the discussion have addressed them- 
selves chiefly to the refutary class of 

ents. I shall extract, there- 
fore, from the learned prelate’s work, 
a compendium of his uments in 
corroboration of the passage. These 
are in substance as follow:— 

1. The connexion of the verse 
with the context, and with the gene- 
ral scope of the Epistle; which Ben- 
gelius says, omnem codicum penuri- 
am compensat, 

2. The evidence of the Latin ver- 
sion, Grecis omnibus codicibus anti- 
quior. (Bengelius. ) 

S. The testimony of Tertullian 
and Cyprian, which Mill says is 
abundantly sufficient to authenticate 
the seventh verse, licit in nullis om- 
nino ab illo tempore in hunc usque 
diem exemplaribus comparuerit. 

4. The testimony of Fulgentius, 
who places beyond all doubt Cy- 
prian’s direct citation of the seventh 
verse. 

* For the substance of his lordship’s 


refutation of Paleoromaica, see Christ. 
Observ. for Feb. 1823, p. 74. 
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5. The testimony of Eucherius an; 
Cassiodorus, who quote both verses, 
6. The testimony of the African 
Bishops, instar centenorum codicum, 
qu ime note sunt seculi V. (Dor. 
ut. 


 B The quotations or allusions of 
the Greek Fat athers, Clemens of Alex. 
andria, Dionysius of Alexandria, 
Basil, "Athanasius the younger, Dio. 
dorus the preceptor of Chrysostum, 
Cyril of Alexandria, Maximus, ani 
the ¢ Greek Scholia. 

8. The testimony of the Prologue 
of the canonical Epistles to th 
Greek text of the 7th verse, extani 
in the time of the writer. 

To these positive reasons for the 
authenticity of the verse, we may adi 
the following negative arguments:— 

If there are no Greek ma 
but one, for the verse, after the eni 
of the third century, there are m 
Greek manuscripts against the vers 
before that time. 

If no Greek fathers quote the 
Greek text, (which cannot be admit 
ted,) no Latin heretics object to th 
Latin text. The Greek Church ob 
jected to the insertion Filiogue in the 
Latin creed, but never ~~ - text o/ 
the seventh verse in the Latin ver 
sion. 

If no Greek father quoted 1 Johi 
v. 7, no Greek father oe 1 John 
v. 20, during the first three centuries. 
or 1 Tim. iii. 16, during the first four. 


I am, “I 
CLERICUS 
—-eOr— 


GOD DEFINED. 


Cottiys, the Freethinker, met a plait 
countryman going to Church. He asked 
him, “Where he was going?” “To 
Church, sir.” “What to do there?” “Te 
worship God.” “Pray, whether is you' 
God a great or a little God?” “He is both, 
sir.” “How can he be both?” “He is 50 
great, that the heaven of heavens cann0 
contain him, and so little, that he ca 
dwell in my heart.” Collins declare¢, 
that this simple answer of the countrym@" 
had more effect upon his mind, than 4! 
the volumes the learned doctors had writ 
ten against him. 
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The Crucifixion of Christ. 


A PIECE OF ANTIQUITY. 


THE CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST. 
Said to have been written by a Lady. 


He Te Re Re Re te ate 
My God! my God! % IN RI # vers of tears, 
SeTeMe =| REE 
[come to thee: bow down ee x thine ears 
To hear me, a wretch, Ds N° 2 and let thine eyes, which sleep 
Did never close, behold x & a sinner weep. 
TE Te Re Ree Re tee ee te ae ate ate ate ate ae ae 
Let not, % My God, my God, % my faults, tho’ great, 
Sete ate tebe Me Re te Re Re ae ae De ae 
And numberless, bet Xt w X een thy mercy seat 
And my poor soul be t teh & rown, since we are taught, 


















% 

% 

me 
Thou, Lord, remember est th x 2 ne If thou be sought 
Ico not, Lord, wit th any o the + r merit 
Than at I by my S * a % viour Ch fT rist inherit; 
Be th en 4. his wound %* s my balm: his st {ri pes my bliss; 
My crown his th # orns; my dea %* ¢ % h be lo st # in his. 
And th ou T my bles te ¢ % Redeemer, Sa viour, God, 
Quit my ac co 4. unts, with ® h %# old thy ve 4 ngeful rod. 
0 plead for me + —my hopes Fo % n T + hee are set: 
Thou Chri st “‘F forgive;—Tho af yy canst, and payt f h F e debt. 
The liv in 4 g font, the li * f %® e, the wa y + I knew; 
And but to + thee, 30 % whither $s # hould I go? 
All o th * er hopes a %” % e vain; giv e ¥ thine to me, 
For by th y 4 cross my %? * aving hea l j th must be. 
0 hear k + en to wh %¢ * tI with f + aith implore’ 
Lest s in ¥ and death sin ™ & * me for ever more. 
0 Lord, my G 4. od! my st % ¢ % ps direct a 4. nd keep: 
In death d + efe * n % d thatI fromth n + e’er slip. 
And at the do om? let 3 m # e be raise d; * then 
To live with t thee, sw % ¢ & et Jes us 4 SAY, AMEN 

% 

% 


Tae Haat 


Re Te He te He He 
He tee He te 


NY. B. In order to read the above lines, you will commence at the left hand, and 
read quite across to the right hand. The letters in the stem or shaft of each cross, 
form a part of a word in each line. Also, the letters in the stem of each cross being 
read from the top of each cross to the foot, form the sentences which were uttered by 
the persons crucified. 

The letters in the middle cross, being read by themselves, are the words of our Sa- 
viour when he was crucified. 

The letters in the stem of the left hand cross, being read from top to bottom, are the 
words of the penitent thief, of whom Christ said, “To-day shalt thou be with me in 


| naradise.”’ 


The letters in the stem of the right hand cross, compose the sentence which was 
uttered by the other thief who was crucified at the same time. 


GCOS. MES. 19 
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From the Theological Repertory. 


Tue following remarks are an ex- 
tract from a Sermon delivered a year 
or two since. They were thought 
by many who heard them, to present 
an argument of considerable weight, 
and one in some respects new, in fa- 
vour of the Doctrine of the Atone- 
ment, as held by us, and denied by 
the Unitarians. 


THE DOCTRINE OF THE CROSS. 


‘‘We preach Christ Crucified, unto the 
Jews a stumbling block and unto the 
Greeks foolishness.”’ 


And what was there in the gospel 
preached by Saint Paul, which was 
“foolishness to the Greeks?” Was 


it the moral precepts of the gospel?— 
No, surely.—-These recommend them- 
selves to the consciences and the com- 
mon sense of all mankind, and cor- 
respond with the best moral rules of 
their Plato, their Cebes, and their E- 


pictetus. Was it the doctrine, that 
a teacher had been sent from Heaven, 
to instruct men in_ righteousness, 
which provoked the mockery of the 
Greeks? This could hardly have 
been the case; ‘for some of their wi- 
sest men confessed the want of such 
a heavenly instructer: and Socrates 
even expressed the hope that such a 
messenger would one day be sent into 
the world. Was it, then, the unjust 
and ignominious death of this heav- 
enly messenger, which excited their 
derision? No; for of this martyrdom 
in the cause of truth and virtue, they 
had an example in that same venera- 
ted Socrates. Lask, then, what it 
was in the gospel of Christ, which 
was foolishness to the Greeks? What 
are those “things of the Spirit of 
God,” which the Apostle, in the next 
chapter, says “the natural man receiv- 
eth not: for they are foolishness unto 
him; neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are spiritually discerned?” 
To this testimony I appeal, as deci- 
sive, against that system of divinity 
which represents our Saviour as no 


The Doctrine of the Cross. 
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more than man, (and if any reader o/ 
this paper should be in danger of im. 
bibing such tenets, I conjure him, 
not in the spirit of angry controversy, 
but of affectionate expostulation,—t 
examine and consider whether th 
language of the Apostle would be ap. 
plicable to his scheme of faith.) Haj 
St. Paul preached Christianity in this 
shape, would it have been foolishnes 
to the Greeks? What is there in it, 
thus understood, which the natura 
man receiveth not, and which he can. 
not know? 

Let us see what are the leadin 
features of the scheme in question.— 
It professes to disclaim all mystery, 
and receives only such doctrines as 3 
nat#éral man will admit to be perfect 
ly’ rational and comprehensible. |i 
maintains that Christ is a human 
prophet, sent to teach mankind the 
way of duty more clearly, and to re 
veal a day of judgment, a futur 
state of rewards and punishments, ani 
to announce forgiveness to the pen: 
tent. ‘True, Christ came for thes 
purposes; but if this be all, whats 
there in the gospel that is so offensive 
to the natural man as to be foolish: 
ness to him? 

Surely, as I said before, every rea: 
sonable man will allow that the mor: 
al precepts of the gospel are excel: 
lent, and that it was highly worthy o! 
Almighty God to enlighten us on the 
subject of our future destiny. And 
that there should be a day of retribv- 
tion and a future state of rewards ani 
punishments, is so consonant to ne 
tural reason, that it has always been 
the prevailing belief of mankind.— 
These, then, cannot be the doctrines 
to which the Apostle alludes, as be- 
ing foolishness to the natural mat, 
and which he will not receive. And, 
yet, take away these doctrines from 
the Socinian scheme and what has it 
left? Nothing. But we have some 
thing left when these truths are set 2 
side—something vastly important— 
something on which all this fabric ©! 
morals and future rewards and put 
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ishments must rest; even “the tried 
Corner Stone, which is, of these buil- 
ders, set at nought.” The doctrine 
which provoked the rage of the Jews 
and excited the scorn of the Greeks, 
was the Cross of Christ, comprehen- 
ding in it, these important particu- 
lars: 1. God manifest in the flesh, 
God in Christ reconciling the world 
into himself: the Word that “in the 


beginning was with God, and was: 


God, and created the world, being 
made flesh and dwelling among us.” 
9. The substitution of this mysteri- 
ous Being, uniting in his person the 
compound nature of the offended Cre- 
ator and the offending creature, of 
the injured sovereign and the rebel- 
lious subject; the substitution, I say, 
of this mysterious personage as an a- 
toning sufferer in the room of the guil- 
ty. Sdly. The deep, radical, and u- 
niversal depravity of the human race, 
and the exceeding heinousness of sin 
in the sight of God. 4th. The abso- 
lute necessity of the renewing grace 
of God communicated by the Holy 
Ghost. These are the doctrines 
which “the natural man receiveth not, 
and cannot know, because they are 
spiritually discerned.” 


-»@@e«-- 
LETTERS ON HISTORY. 

A CorresponpEnt has favoured 
us with two Letters on History, 
which, in the year 1821, he address- 
ed to his Sister, then residing in one 
of the upper districts of this State. 
As female education is now engaging 
more of the public interest, and tak- 
ing a wider range, than formerly, 
these letters, we doubt not, will be 
read with considerable satisfaction, 


though not immediately within the 


‘cope of our plan. 


For the Gospel Messenger. 
Charleston, Nov. 1821. 
My Dear A. 
I have received from you only 


Letters on History. 
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two letters, during your summer resi- 
dence at 

You judge correctly, when you 
suppose that I would prefer to receive 
from you letters on the subject of the 
books you are perusing. I wish your 
letters to contain your reflections on 
what you read, on the beauties of 
nature, on the gradations of the year 
from spring to summer, from summer 
to autumn, and from this to winter. 
As you have set me so good an ex- 
ample, I shall not be backward in the 
imitation of it; but shall communicate 
my own thoughts, on some portions 
of English History commented on in 
your letter. 

The civil wars between the Houses 
of York and Lancaster, had so long 
harassed the English nation, that 
they rejoiced exceedingly at their de- 
liverance from the bloody Richard by 
the victory of Bosworth field. The 
policy of Henry VII. was so pacific, 
compared to preceding reigns, that 
the English acquiesced in his avarice 
and extortion as comparative bless- 
ings. Hence they were prepared for 
the reign of Henry VIII. who ascen- 
ded the throne under favourable aus- 
pices; and availed himself of the 
riches and power amassed by his 
father, to rule his Parliament as a 
tyrant, and to indulge all the natural 
violence and caprice of his character. 
The contest with the Pope strength- 
ened his power, by pouring a flood of 
wealth into his coffers, and by thus 
enabling him to spare the people 
from that taxation to which his extra- 
vagance and foreign wars must other- 
wise have driven him. The same 
events rendered his government more 
firm; because no doubt Protestantism 
was daily increasing the number of its 
votaries, and of course the adherents 
of Henry multiplied in the same ra- 
tio. His excesses and outrages, 
though worthy only of a monster, 
were not such as to interfere with the 
domestic and social relations of the 
people at large. Peace and security 
of property prevailed very generally, 
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notwithstanding the murders, and 
burnings, and confiscations that kin- 
die our indignation and regret. Nor 
must we wonder that these did not 
awaken a spirit of disaffection and 
hatred in the breasts of his subjects; 
for the people were as yet, nothing in 
the English political system. Their 
privileges and power were scarcely 
saved from death by the form of a 
parliament. The divine right of 
kings and the implicit submission of 
subjects had been too deeply engraft- 
ed bythe Catholic priesthood; public 
sentiment hardly existed; nor had 
monarchs yet trembled at the censor- 
ship of a popular press; and last, but 
not least, the standard of public and 
private morality had not recovered 
from the degrading and shocking cha- 
racter, stamped on them by the Ro- 
mish religion. 

Let us pass from darkness to light, 
from the crimes and vices of a tyrant, 
to the amiable worth and Christian 
virtues of Edward VI. What must 
have been the feelings of the English, 
when the beautiful, and benignant, 
and cheering beams of this Morning 
Star of the Reformation, arose on the 
chaos of their benighted land: When 
the night of terror, and suffering, and 
bitter anxiety had passed away, and 
the day spring from on high visited 
them, who can realise the intensity 
of gratitude and rejoicing with which 
the pious of that day, must have 
dwelt on those portions of the Church 
service which harmonized with their 
deliverance from the captivity of Pa- 
pal superstition and _ persecution? 
Then they must have felt, that they 
were “the people of his pasture, and 
the sheep of his hand;” then must 
they have been ready to exclaim, 
‘Let us heartily rejoice in the strength 
of our salvation.” “Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel; for he hath visit- 
ed and redeemed his people.” How 
transient this picture of national joy 
and repose! How may we apply to 
the awful change, with perfect fideli- 
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ty and truth, the admirable lines o/ 
Crashaw: 


“I’ve seen the lovely morning ray, 
Hovering o’er the new-born day, 
With rosy wings so richly dight, 

As seem’d to scorn to think of night: 
When a sudden storm, whose scowl 
Made heaven’s radiant face look foul, 
Call’d for an untimely night, 

To blot the newly blossom’d light.” 


‘No pencil can do justice to the 
mourning and dismay, and withered 
hopes of the mass of the nation, 
at this overwhelming calamity.— 
To the pious of that day, Catholic 
Mary, in her robe of blood, and 
with her torch of strange fire, must 
have appeared like the vision of the 
Prophet, living and moving before 
them: “And I saw the woman drun- 
ken with the blood of the saints, and 
with the blood of the martyrs of Je- 
sus; and when I saw her I wondered 
with great admiration.”” Then was 
the trial of faith and_ resignation. 
Then must they have applied to their 
own lot the address of Moses to the 
children of Israel, “In the morning 
thou shalt say, Would God it were 
even; and at even thou shalt say, 
Would God it were morning; for the 
fear of thine heart wherewith thou 
shalt fear, and for the sight of thine 
eyes, which thou shalt see.” But 
her reign also passed away, like a 
tale that was told. The rivers of 
blood that had flowed through all the 
land, fled away, as though “the earth 
had opened her mouth and swallowed 
the flood.” No more was heard 
‘lamentation, and weeping, and great 
mourning.” Mary died, and passed 
from her throne of power and _ guilt, 
to the judgment seat of God. ‘Then 
was fulfilled the prophetic promise, 
‘The ransomed of the Lord shall re- 
turn; they shall obtain joy and glad- 
ness, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away.” Elizabeth appeared, 4 
Protestant Princess, ruling indeed 
with a rod of iron; yet ruling with 
justice inflexible, with moderation 
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most wisely tempered; with the lofty 
spirit of a hero; the profound saga- 
city of a statesman; and the winning 
arts of a learned, yet accomplished 
queen. Her reign first fixed on per- 
manent foundations the power of 
England both at home and abroad. 
She first showed the rights of the peo- 
ple, by appealing to the nation, as 
the sole support of the government. 
Though professing to reign indepen- 
dently of her people, and parliament, 
she yet taught the wholesome and 
invaluable truth, that the power of 
the sovereign is founded on the affec- 
tion of the people: that in a well or- 
dered monarchy, there is a mutual 
dependance, as between the wise and 
prudent parent and his affectionate 
children. She was the mother of her 
subjects, and though she often cast 
on them a look of severity, and spoke 
to them in a tone of commanding re- 
proach, yet she never forgot that the 
love of her subjects was the richest 
and only durable tribute ever paid 
into her treasury. Hence, her people 
pledged to her, “their lives, their for- 
tunes, and their sacred honour:” and 
they were faithful to the uttermost. 
Never perhaps was there a monarch 
more worthy of a nation, or a nation 
ofamonarch. If she was the Sun of 
England that poured life and radi- 
ance from her flaming path, “and on 
the lowliest flowret of the field, the 
kindly dew-drop shed,” they were 
the mighty host of stars and planets, 
that restrained the overflowings of 
her power; and in a “still, small 
voice,” audible only to minds like 
hers, were ever saying, “Thus far 
shalt thou go, and no farther.” Is it 
wonderful, that such a Queen and 
such a people, held the balance of 
Europe; that they defied, and tri- 
unphed over, and prostrated the gi- 
ant power of Spain; that they should 
have monopolized the fears and ha- 
ed of Catholic Europe, and have 
induced the Papal Powers to form the 
‘reaty of the Pyrenees, for the anni- 
hilation of Protestantism! But the 
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machinations of a policy worthy only 
of the Potentates of Pandemonium, 
availed nothing against the Lion 
Queen, and her lion-hearted people. 
They went forth conquering and to 
conquer, in the name and in the 
cause of the Most High. They saw 
with the eye of Faith his Cross in 
the heavens, and the mysterious in- 
scription, beheld by Constantine. To 
her subjects Elizabeth ever seemed as 
though she said, “I will say unto the 
Lord, Thou art my hope, and may 
strong hold; my God, in him will I 
trust.” While to Protestant Holland, 
embarked in the glorious struggle for 
religious and political rights, it was 
as though she said, “Be strong, fear 
not: behold your God will come with 
vengeance, even God with a recom- 
pense; he will come and save you.” 
I had purposed in this Letter, to 
make some remarks on the mysteri- 
ous ways of Providence, as eminently 
displayed in the history of England, 
during the sixteenth century: and to 
show, that however unsearchable the 
scheme of divine government may be 
at the time, yet that sound Philoso- 
phy is able, after the lapse of many 
years, 





“to disinvolve the moral world 
And vindicate the ways of God to man.”* 


oe 


Derivation. ‘The primitive name 
of Lower Egypt was Ai Caphtor, or 
“the covered land.” Jer. xlvii. 4. 
Hence by elision, came Ai-capht, o1 
Ai-copht; and by transmutation Ai- 
gupt; whence our English word 
Egypt; retaining only the two last 
original letters. 

Some years ago a person requested 
permission of the Bishop of Salisbury, 
to fly from the top of the spire of that 
Cathedral. The good Bishop, with 


an anxious concern for the man’s 
spiritual as well as temporal safety, 
told him he was very welcome to fly 
to the church, but he would encour- 
age no man to fly from it. 
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Yor the Gospel Messenger. 
THE LORD’S PRAYER. 
By a Gentleman of Baltimore. 


Fatuek of light, and life, and love! 
Enthroned on high, all height above! 
Thou First and Last, yet still the same! 
For ever hallowed be thy Name; 
O let Thy glorious kingdom come; 
O lead the wandering Sinner home; 
And the loud shout in Heaven begun, 
Let Earth repeat, Thy will be done. 
Grant us each day our daily bread; 
Teach us the Heav’nward path to tread, 
And should we dare Thy wrath provoke, 
Withhold, O God, the vengeful stroke. 
Forgive our vengeful passions strong, 
As we forgive our neighbour’s wrong; 
Nor let the Tempter’s wiles alarm, 
But shield us from all worldly harm; 
For Thou art Gop! To Thee are given 
All power and praise in Earth and Hea- 
ven. Amen. 


+ @O@eo-- 
THE SABBATH. 


By John Bowdler, jun. of Lincoln's Inn. 


Wuewn Gop from dust created Man, 
Six days beheld the growing plan, 
Six days His Power confess’d; 
The seventh, in festal joy arrayed, 
His perfect work, well-pleas’d, survey’d 
The Almighty Sire, and bless’d. 


And mindful of that solemn day, 
His grateful Sons their homage pay 
Before the eternal throne; 
With hymns of praise and pious prayer, 
His everlasting Rest declare, 
And, joyful, wait their own. 


For not in vain, by twilight here, 

With many a doubt, and many a fear, 
Our pilgrim path we tread; 

A little learn, a little do, 

Observe, discover, hope, pursue— 
And mingle with the Dead. 


Beyond the dark and stormy bound 

That guards our dull horizon round, 
A lovelier vale extends; 

Messiah rules in mercy there, 

And o’er His altar, bright in.air, 
The Morning Star ascends.* 


Oh! holy seat of love and peace, 
The sounds of war and conflict cease, 


~ Rev. ii. 28. xxii. 16. 
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Within thy quiet reign; 
And every flower of fairest hue, 
That once in favoured Eden grew, 
Shall rise and bloom again. 


For thee the early Patriarch sigh’d, 
The distant glory faint descried, 
And hailed the blest abode; 
A Stranger here, he sought a home, 
Fixed in a City yet to come, 
The City of His Gop. 


And oft by Siloa’s haunted stream, 

In heavenly trance, or holy dream, 
To faithful Israel shown; 

Triumphant over all her foes, 

The true, the living Salem rose, 
JrHOVAH’s promised throne. 


Yet, yet a few short hours must run, 
And Gop’s unchanging purpose done, 
The immortal day shall dawn; 
‘Even now, on yonder mountains grey, 
Methinks I see a wandering ray 
Proclaim the approaching Morn. 


Come, Saviour, come, Creator, Lorp, 

Substantial Ligut, eternal Worn, 
Thy chosen Seed redeem;t 

Awake as in the elder time, 

And marshal al] thy Hosts sublime, 
And bid thy banner stream. 


And oh! while yet we linger here, 

With promised grace descend and cheer 
Our doubtful path below; 

That strong in faith, and warm with love, 

With steady aim our feet may move, 
Our grateful bosoms glow. 


++ @@e-«..- 
SALVATION OF INFANTS. 


Epitaph in Hauzxton Church-yard, new 
Cambridge, in England; by Robert Ro- 
binson. 


Boxp Infidelity! turn pale, and die, 
Beneath this Stone, four Infants’s ashes 
lie: 
Say, are they lost, or saved? 
If Death ’s by sin, they sinned, because 
they’re here: 
If Heaven ’s by works, in Heaven they 
can’t appear. 
Reason, ah how depraved! 
Revere the sacred Page, the knot ’s ub 
tied: 
They died, for Adam sinned—they livé, 
for Jesus died. 


t Isa. li. 9. Rev. xix. 11—14. 
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Pliscellancous Xntelligence. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. 
W. H. Mill, Principal of the Col- 
lege of Calcutta, to the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel 
in Foreign Parts. Dated Ajmeer, 


July 29, 1822. 


I rrust I shall not barely be ex- 
cused, but considered as performing 
a duty to the Society, in enlarging a 
little on the subject of St. Thomas’s 
Christians. For a Church subsisting 
like theirs, if not from the Apostoli- 
cal age, (a tradition justly suspected ) 
at least from the ages immediately 
succeeding, whose members have 
been recognized as a distinct and 
respected class of the community, in 
the very heart of Hinduism, for more 
than fifteen centuries, is a phenome- 
non which cannot but claim the at- 
tention of every one engaged in the 
Propagation of the Gospel in this 
country, and is itself a most satisfac- 
tory answer to the many who con- 
tend that its permanent reception by 
- class of natives, is an impossibi- 
ity. 

The Christians of St. Thomas, 
though evidently Indian themselves 
in origin, as in complexion and lan- 
guage, (which is the Malayalim,) 
have received their orders, with their 
liturgies and ecclesiastical traditions, 
‘rom the more ancient parent church 
in Syria. Accordingly, (notwith- 
standing the inaccurate later rumours 
concerning them, which seem with 
many to have superceded the excel- 
lent and laborious accounts of their 
lormer history, given by Dr. Michael 
Geddes, and by La Croze,) they re- 
‘emble, in their form of government, 
‘very other ancient church of which 
ve have any knowledge, by which 
Christianity has been planted in the 
midst of idolaters: neither in the 

three orders (to which they have 
added many of confessedly inferior 
authority) do they differ from the 
Western Church, except that the 


é 


deacons exercise fewer of the proper 
functions of the Catanas or presby- 
ters, than custom has allowed them 
among us. It were happy if with this 
apostolical regimen, of which they 
are most carefully tenacious, they 
had preserved uniformly unimpaired 
the fundamental articles of the Chris- 
tian faith; but the unhappy disputes 
respecting the person and natures of 
our Lord; which beginning with ver- 
bal questions, ended with dividing 
the Oriental churches into two oppo- 
site erroneous confessions, have ex- 
tended their evil influence to the 
church in Malabar. It is evident, 
from the accounts that La Croze has 
detailed with his usual candour and 
sagacity, that at the time when the 
Portuguese were forcing the Romish 
usurpation, with all its novelties, up- 
on them; they were, like the See of 
Babylon to which they adhered, Nes- 
torian. And it is evident also, that 
those bishops and priests.from Syria, 
by whose assistance, half a century 
after, they were enabled, for the 
greater part, to throw off that usurpa- 
tion, and recover their ancient eccle- 
siastical independence, were from the 
See of Antioch, the most opposed to 
that heresy being Jacobites. And 
this is accordingly the creed of all 
the independent part of the Syro- 
Malabaric Church at this day, who 
are under a Metropolitan bishop of 
their own nation. ‘These correspond 
with the church in Antioch: like 
them have the anticatholic eaxpres- 
sion (to say the least) in use, of the 
two natures forming one nature, and 
hold the Nestorian duality of per- 
sons in the utmost detestation. ‘The 
other great division of this church, 
who remain under that forced subjec- 
tion to the See of Rome, though they 
have still priests of their own nation, 
and their liturgy in Syriac, printed at 
Rome for their use; have all their 
superior governors sent to them from 
Europe, and are in a singular state 
of schism: the Portuguese Archbi- 
shop ef Cranganere, a suffragan of 
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Goa, still claiming them as his 
charge, while this right is denied by 
the Propaganda Society at Rome, 
who have constantly sent out Italian 
vicars apostolic, and now latterly an 
Irish bishop residing at Verapoli, to 
rule them. These unfortunate 
Churches, still sufficiently proud of 
their ancient character to feel their 
present degradation, yet under the 
terror of the exclusive pretensions to 
catholicism and infallibility, submit 
partly to the one, partly to the other, 
of these opposite claimants. 

It is the former and happier divi- 
sion of this singular people, to whom 
wé took with the greatest interest 
and hope; as those whose recovery 
and rise to their early primitive cha- 
racter, will, as we may confidently 
expect, bring with it the emancipa- 
tion of the rest. From their venera- 
ble metropolitan, Mar Dionysius, 
who is exerting himself in various 
ways for the improvement of his 


clergy and people, I had the happi- 
ness of hearing very warm expres- 
sions of respect and attachment to 
the Church of England, and our late 
regretted Bishop; whose interviews 
with himself, and mutual. presents, 
he evidently remembered with great 


satisfaction. I received both from 
him, and several of his clergy, copies 
of the New Testament, and other 
works in Syriac, which I hope, at 
no distant time, to deposit in our col- 
lege library. ‘The readings of these 
copies (of which I collated many 
more at different churches for seven 
of the more remarkable passages) 
add but little to the information pub- 
lished by Professor Alder on this 
subject; they are chiefly remarkable 
for a gross interpolation in some Nes- 
torian copies, in Heb. ii. 9, anda 
careful expunction of this, with an 
omission equally unauthorized, tho’ 
not so impious in meaning, by the 
opposite party: and they curiously 
exemplify the effect of contrary here- 
sies in preserving, as well as indi- 
rectly confirming, the general inte- 
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grity of the sacred text. The way 
of 1 John v. 9, Sag in one copy 
interpolated by the Romanists) anj 
of the history at the beginning 9 
John viii. is common to all. 

The persons to whom I was chiet 
ly indebted for my intercourse bot) 
with the priests and laity of this ey. 
traordinary people, (or whose Indian 
language I was wholly ignorant) 
were three clergymen of the Church 
of England resident at Cottayam iy 
Travancore, and actively employed 
in superintending the college and the 
parochial schools: the former 
which, by the grant of the Heathen 
government of that country, the lat 
ter, by the desire and contribution of 
these Christians themselves, hav 
been recently established in thei 
community. Singular as such as 
perintendence may appear, and a 
most unprecedented, there is nothi 
in it, as exercised by these clergy: 
men, which opposes the order, eithe 
of that Episcopal Church they visi, 
or, as far as I am capable of judging, 
of that to which they themselves be 
long. For the former, they certainly 
do nothing but by the express sane 
tion of the Metropolitan consultin: 
and employing them: their use of the 
Anglican. service for themselves ani 
families at one of his chapels, i 
agreeable to the Catholic practice 0 
these Christians (who allowed tht 
same 250 years ago to the Portt 
guese priests, as to persons rightly 
and canonically ordained, even whi 
they were resisting their usurpation’ 
and is totally unconnected with av) 
purpose of obtruding that liturgy uP 
on the Syrian Church; while thei 
conduct with respect to those pat 
of the Syrian ritual and __ practic 
which all Protestants must condem!, 
is that of silence, which, without the 
appearance of approval, leaves it" 
the gradual influence of the know 
ledge now disseminating itself to ut 
dermine, and at length by regulé! 
authority to remove them. For tl 
latter, which involves the more !* 
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mediate and far more sacred duty of 
the two, though no opportunity for 
the display of this has yet existed in 
this native government, without the 
Company’s territory, and the limits 
of the operation of our Indian Church 
establishment hitherto, yet I believe 
they fully acknowledge that episco- 

| relation and jurisdiction, to 
which they, equally with myself, or 
with any chaplain of the Company, 
are spiritually subject. Whatever 
suspicion may arise on this head from 
the avowed ecclesiastical principles 
of too many who support their res- 
pected society (the Church Mission- 
ary Society) in England, I cannot, if 
I may be allowed the expression of 
my own judgment in this way, ex- 
tend the same suspicion to them. 
For it appears plainly impossible 
that men of piety and integrity, (such 
as | am persuaded these are,) should 
thus support and act upon the an- 
cient principles of unity and order in 
another Church, without at least 
equally regarding them in their own. 

In stating these points respecting 
the Syro-Indian Church to the Soci- 
ety, I do little more than repeat what 
[had before stated at greater length 
to Bishop Middleton: and it is not 
among the least of the oe I have 
sustained from his lamented and un- 
foreseen departure, that I have been 
deprived of hearing from himself an 
opinion on these subjects; on some 
of which he alone was competent to 
decide, and on all of which his inte- 
rest in this people, and extensive ac- 
quaintance with their concerns, an- 
cient and modern, enabled him to 
decide so well. I had the satisfac- 
tion, however, of receiving from him 
in reply, a full approbation of my in- 
quiries, with remarks of his own: as 
indeed, before my departure from 


- Galcutta, I had heard him express a 


wish, that the large collection of 

MSS. he had himself made in Mala- 

bar, might at some future time pro- 

ceed from our college press; and 

speak of sending for Syriac types (to- 
GOS. MES.—VOL. I. 
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gether with the Arabic, Nagree, and 
other Eastern types wanted by the 
establishment) for that purpose. I 
am not at this moment acquainted 
with the distinction of those MSS., 
which together with those deposited 
by the late Dr. C. Buchanan, in the 
library of Cambridge, and a few 
within our possession in India, com- 
pose, I believe, nearly all the monu- 
ments which Europeans have ever 
obtained of this singular Society. 
Along the whole of this coast, 
from Cape Comorin to Calicut, there 
exists another class of Christians, to- 
tally distinct from either of the two 
divisions of the former Church, 
(though Europeans who do not visit 
the interior, too frequently confound 
them, to the great injury of the Sy- 
rians.) These are all persons of the 
fishermen’s caste, which further 
north is Pagan, whom the Portuguese, 
on their first landing, found little dif- 
ficulty in persuading to submit to be 
baptised, and embrace their modes 
of worship. These poor people live 
in great ignorance, repeating the La- 
tin ritual like others of the same class 
in the south of Europe, and are sub- 


ject to the Portuguese bishop of Co- 


chin. Far beyond the regions which 
contain these, from Mangalore north- 
ward to the Goa country, lie the most 
numerous remains of the converts 
made by Francis Xavier, and other 
Portuguese missionaries of the six- 
teenth century. The character of 
these is generally respectable as com- 
pared with their Heathen and Maho- 
metan neighbours: though in all 
their ideas, and their mode of consid- 
ering even the sacred mysteries of 
Christianity, they rather resemble 
Hindus than Christians; in the pa- 
ganism of their rites, exceeding great- 
ly the Romanists of the Western 
world, and even retaining the dis- 
tinction of castes among themselves. 
Their pastors, who are all of the half 
Portuguese half Indian race, sent to 
them from ‘Goa, are little disposed or 
qualified to remove these evils, and 
20 
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appear to hold their people in the 
utmost contempt. A few Italian 
Carmelite missionaries are stationed 
in the Canarese country, far surpass- 
ing these country pastors in intelli- 
gence and general character, only 
serve to show more strongly the inef- 
ficacy of that corrupt form of religion 
when exhibited in the most favoura- 
ble shape, to produce any good effect 
in this country. The city of Goa 
now presents a most remarkable 
spectacle. Its splendid cathedral, 
churches, convents, &c. now stand 
insulated as in the country, no rem- 
nant existing of that populous city 
with which they were once surrotnd- 
ed. The new city Panjam is a com- 
paratively mean place; the inquisi- 
tion, too well known for its atrocities 
in the cases of F. Ephraim Neves, 
M. Dellon, &c. is now mouldering to 
ruins, without the least prospect of 
recovery. It is said, that all the 
European Portuguese, who refuse to 
take the oath to the new government, 
which is a government of half castes, 


will be banished the country; and in 
this number the Archbishop Primate 


is included. To this prelate, the 
kindness of the commander at Cana- 
nore had given me letters; and I re- 
ceived considerable attentions from 
him during my stay. I have had the 
satisfaction of sending him since a 
copy of the Bishop’s sermon, on lay- 
ing the foundation of the College at 
Calcutta. : 

From Goa I proceeded by sea to 
Bombay, and thence to Poona. At 
this latter place, which was the prin- 
cipal object of my journey, I had the 
happiness of assisting at the com- 
mencement of a work, which forms 
the principal official intelligence I 
have now to communicate to the So- 
ciety, I mean the Persian version of 
the Old Testament, undertaken un- 
der their auspices by my friend, the 
chaplain of that station. Mr. Robin- 
son is, I believe, already favourably 
known to the Society, from his Bom- 
bay Visitation Sermon lately pub- 
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lished, on the difficulties and the 
powers of the clergy in India, and 

is qualifications as a Persian Scho. 
lar are generally acknowledged in 
this country. He engaged in this 
undertaking with the approbation 
and encouragement of Archdeacon 
Barnes; and one of the last acts of 
our late excellent Diocesan’s life was 
the formal acceptance of his labours; 
subject to all the statutes of the col- 
lege respecting translations, its com- 
mittees of revision, &c. This work, 
in conjunction with the New Testa- 
ment of the late excellent Mr. Mar. 
tyn, (which may also be properly 
made a subject for the revision of the 
college,) will, it is hoped, be the 
means of supplying the Mahometan 
natives of India, as of other parts, 
with a classical faithful version of the 
Scriptures in their favourite lan- 
guage, and forms in every view a 
most desirable opening of the labours 
of our college in this department. 
For what concerns the translation of 
Indian tracts, that work is already 
begun: Mr. Alt having already com- 
pleted in Hindustanee, Lord Bacon’s 
Confession of Faith and other useful 
treatises, of which, I believe, ac- 
counts have been already transmitted 
to the Society. 

From Surat, the last place in the 
western coast which I visited, my 
intention had been to return to Ben- 
gal by sea; but the accounts [ re- 
ceived of the uncertain length of a 
passage at this season, together with 
an invitation from the Resident at 
Pertabgurh, to accompany him to his 
station in Central India, determined 
me to prefer returning overland. Be- 
fore leaving this interesting coast, I 
trust I shall be excused in remarking 
to the Society, on the peculiar want 
of Protestant Missionaries here, com- 
pared. with the opposite side of the 
Peninsula, and the peculiar necessity 
here, considering the persons with 
whom they would have to do, that 
these should be of the United Church 
of England and Ireland, or else o! 
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one of her sister “me commun- 
ions in America or Scotland. A re- 
mark of a different nature, but curious 
as relating to the history of religion 
in this country, should not be omit- 
ted. I allude to the existence of 
black Jews in the Coucana, or low 
tract of country between Bombay 
and Malwan on this coast, in equal 
or even superior numbers to those in 
the far southern neighbourhood of 
Cochin, who have for more than a 
century engaged the attention of the 
Christian public in Europe. They 
have, like the others, Rabbies from 
that division of Jews in Europe, call- 
ed Saphardin, or Spaniards. They 
have printed service-books also from 
them; circumstances which, with 
their possession of all the Old Testa- 
ment, are sufficiently destructive of 
the imagination hastily entertained 
by some, that they are of the Ten 
Tribes. Many of the Sepoys in the 
service of the Company at Bombay, 
are of this singularly interesting na- 
tion. They are called by themselves 
and their fellow soldiers, Israeli; and 
all these men, however ignorant in 
other respects, can read the Hebrew 
letters. 

When I had already proceeded as 
far in my return as Nussinded, in the 
territory of Ajmeer, and had receiv- 
ed letters from the Bishop in the 
course of my march, intimating that 
[ should be in Calcutta before the 
end of October, the journals announ- 
ced to me the melancholy event, 
which seems to have changed the 
face of all our pfoceedings in India. 
My return’ean be effected with ease 
within the limits assigned to it; but I 
lost no time in writing to Archdeacon 
Loring, that he may require my pre- 
sence earlier, should this in the pre- 
sent crisis be thought necessary. In 


- the mean while, I hope that the time 


consumed in this tour, protracted as 
it has been beyond my calculation, 
will not be deemed lost, even to the 
purposes of study. The marches in 
India, with the retinue and conven- 
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iences they require, are far from being 
unfavourable for this; and the slight 
deficiencies as to reading, are more 
than compensated by the opportuni- 
ties afforded for observation and in- 
tercourse with different classes of 
natives. I have been enabled, by 
this means only, to collect documents 
respecting the Parsees, (or remnants 
of the ancient Persians, fire-worship- 
pers, at Guzzera, ) the Jains, and oth- 
er singular tribes or sects in the Pe- 
ninsula, which, with other books 
obtained during the same journey, 
from the Brahmins and regular Hin- 
dus, may not be unfit for the library 
of an Institution destined, as we 
hope, to embrace the whole of this 
country. Another reason, though 
not strictly belonging to the purpose 
for which I am sent hither, nor con- 
templated by myself beforehand, will 
not be heard with indifference by that 
Society which I have the honour of 
addressing; it is, the miserable defect 
of Ecclesiastical institutions of every 
kind in this central region, rendering 
even the casual hasty passage of an 
unknown clergyman of more import- 
ance than can readily be conceived in 
Europe. The multitudes who, with- 
in a few hours, applied to me for 
baptism, &c. in the cantonments of 
Nusseirabad and Nemuch, were 
enough to mark what must be the 
want in the other stations (equally 
abounding in European troops) of 
Mhow, Asseirgurh, Saujor, Hussein- 
abad, Nagpore, &c. &c. all 500 
miles or more distant from the near- 
est place where there is a chaplain, 
in either of the three surrounding 
Presidencies. ‘The Commander at 
the first mentioned military station, 
who had applied twice in vain for a 
remedy of this evil, had passed, as he 
told me, sixteen years of his life with- 
out seeing a clergyman, was obliged 
to perform several properly clerical 
offices himself, and this in some of 
the most populous of our stations in 
India. All the officers to whom I 
have spoken upon this subject, have 
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appeared even astonished at a ne- 
Bot from which the Dutch, the 
ortuguese, the French and Danes in 
India, are so markedly free, and 
which I believe to be without paral- 
lel in the colonial history of any 
Christian nation. The prejudices of 
the natives have been strangely al- 
leged at home in excuse for this; 
when it is known to all who have 
most conversed with them, Us may 
be said without fear of contradiction, ) 
that in proportion to their-fear of in- 
terference with their own modes of 
religion, is their disposition to con- 
demn and even despise those ~ 
have no religious institutions them- 
selves. Their esteem for the British 
nation seems to have increased from 
the happy and decided, but yet very 
partial, approaches to a better state 
that have taken place, already: from 
the public opinion, which is now 
even loud upon the subject, we 
should be happy to augur more. 

It was my wish to add here some- 
thing respecting the many encourag- 
ing appearances, now first presented, 
of the opening of the native mind in 
India;,such as are the introduction 
of native newspapers in their own 


language, their curiosity respecting . 


other manners and histories than 
their own, their desire to learn Eng- 
lish, and (notwithstanding that suspi- 
cion on the article of religion, which 
makes every caution, short of dissi- 
mulation or compromise, necessary 
and proper towards them) to read in 
that view every Shastra of ours, 
when considered as a part of English 
education. This isa large subject of 
itself, upon which I hope hereafter 
more. fully to address the Society. 
But there is one appearance of this 
kind, which, as it bears more imme- 
diately upon the great object always 
before us, I cannot omit; I mean the 
rise, in different parts of India, of 
persons who,.on the principles of 
natural religion only, oppose in 
speech and writing the reigning su- 
perstitions of their countrymen, as 
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impious and abominable. These 
men, who are mostly of high caste 
as Hindus, and retain fully their 
place in society, are not enlightened 
as to the remedy wanted for thie evils 
they discern: they mingle often with 
their opposition, views respecting 
satisfaction and atonement, more re. 
mote from the truth than the tradi. 
tions (however distorted and corrupt) 
of the people they oppose; and they 
all want that disposition to undergo 
sacrifices in the cause of truth, which 
it seems that nothing but a better hope 
than theirs is able to inspire. Yet 
their party is extending itself; and 
while the leaders, content with the 
sort of admiration they excite, com- 
ply outwardly with the corruptions 
and superstitions they are undermin- 
ing, the effect on the community at 
large, of this discussion, seems to be 
paving the way for their final de- 
struction. ‘The unfortunate course 
which the most celebrated of these 
leaders, Ramohan Roy of Calcutta, 
has taken, is perhaps not unknown 
to the Society. From being an ad- 
versary of the Brahmans, his bre- 
thren, on their own ancient princi- 
ples, endeavouring to restore on the 
authority of some part of the Vedas 
and their commentators, the prime- 
val tradition of the Divine Unity, 


the evil of idolatry, of bloody and 
obscene rites, &c. he has latterly 
turned to profess himself a Christian; 
but it is such a Christianity, as being 
unaccompanied with any submission 
of mind to its authority as a super- 
natural revelation, eleaves us no rea- 


son to applaud the change. A work 
published by him some time since, 
under the very welcome and just title, 
“The Precepts of Jesus the Guide to 
Happiness and Peace,” was an artful 
attempt, in exhibiting all the dis- 
courses.of Christ which represented 
precsicr as the sum and substance of 

is religion; to set the morality of 
the Gospel against its mysteries; stu- 
diously omitting all those discourses 
which joined the two inseparably 
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gether. The work, if divested of 
ts insidious short preface, was per- 
haps caleulated to do good, being 
composed of passages from the Gos- 
pels only; but when the Baptists of 
Serampore directly attacked the pub- 
lication, he issued forth what he 
termed “A Defence of the Precepts 
of Jesus,” being an elaborate tract 
«inst the doctrine of the Trinity, 
with that of the Incarnation and Sa- 
crifice of our Saviour. ‘This treatise, 
certainly not entirely his own—and, 
if report speaks truly, dictated by 
one who had separated from the Bap- 
tists, and has since opened an Unita- 
rian meeting-house at Calcutta—is 
conspicuous for nothing so much as 
the presumptuous vanity of its nomi- 
nal author: its affectation of Western 
learning, and attempts at Greek and 
Hebrew criticisms, are to the last de- 
gree contemptible; and what there is 
in it to deserve notice, is borrowed 
irom the long confuted supporters 
of the same impiety in England. 
Whatever mischief may be appre- 
hended from this publication (which 
like his other publications, is not de- 
ficient either in style or plausibility 
of manner) amongst the malignantly 
disposed, who will not inquire fur- 
ther, or amongst those of the Maho- 
hetan superstition, who, with their 
‘trong prejudices against the charac- 
leristic mystery of Christianity, are 
yet half convinced by its evidences, 
there are yet satisfactory appearances 
that the Antichristian apostacy it 
supports will not gain ground among 
the Christians of this place; and the 
tock upon which the Church is built 
Will remain here, as in the whole 
world, unshaken. 

Ir affords us much pleasure to 
learn, that the Students in the Gene- 
takTheological Seminary of the Pro. 
Epis. Church, have lately instituted 
a Society of Inquiry respecting the 
Advancement of Christianity. The 
object of this Society is stated to be, 
‘to procure and disseminate informa- 
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tion respecting the actual state of the 
Christian religion, and of the means 
and opportunities of extending it, 
particularly in the United States, ac- 
cording to the principles of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church.” 

A NEw periodical work is announ- 
ced in Franée, under the title of 
“The Christian Philanthropist,” 
which is intended as a record of the 
operations and success of religious 
and othef benevolent societies 
throughout the world, and especially 
in England, with a view to assist the 
formation of similar institutions. 
Chr. Obs. 

Ladies’ Hibernian Female School 
Society. This Institution was form- 
ed in London last July, for the bene- 
volent purpose of educating the I e- 
male children of the lower classes in 
Ireland, in reading, needlework, knit- 
ting, spinning, and the knowledge ot 
the Holy Scriptures, by the formation 
of Schools, conducted bywapproved 
mistresses, under an efficient and 
vigilant superintendence. ‘The state 
of the female peasantry of Ireland 
affords sufficient reom for commise- 
ration; none for despair. The fe- 
male heart is there susceptible of 
kindness: the benefit of orderly and 
industrious habits, when once dis- 
played, will be felt with a quick per- 
ception of their value; knowledge, 
by the Lrish»of all classes, being ever 
held in veneration. ‘The very aber- 
rations of superstition show that it is 
respect to revealed truth; the mater- 
nal feeling is of the most intense cha- 
racter, and the Irish mother will bless 
the schools in which her children are 
taught what is useful to them in this 
world, and essential in the next. Ad- 
dress of the Committee. The Duch- 
ess of Beaufort is President of the 
Society. Chr. Obs. 


Tue Rev. Mr. Robert B. Croes, 
son of the Bishop of New-Jersey, 
under an appointment of the Trust- 
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ees of the General Theological Se- 
minary, has recently visited this dio- 
cess, for the purpose of soliciting 
public patronage in favour of that 
valuable establishment. This gen- 
tleman happily introduced the sub- 
ject, in several of our Churches, by a 
judicious discourse, which derived no 
small interest from thé fact, that he 
had received his education at the 
institution whose cause he was so 
well pleading. Many of our friends 
had previously contributed to this 
undertaking, but, in several instan- 
ces, their liberality was repeated on 
the present occasion. The encou- 
ragement of Mr. Croes has, on the 
whole, been satisfactory. 

In the city, the Greek cause and 
the recent erection of the Free 
Church, in some degree interfered 
with his success, although some gene- 
rous subscriptions were obtained, 
and a degree of interest in the cause 
expressed, by several, who gave the 
least, which was truly gratifying. 

In St. Paul’s Parish, this claim 
was answered by a tolerable sub- 
scription; and in Beaufort, and on 
St. Helena Island, by a considerable 
amount. 

The circumstance that in St. 
Luke’s two Churches are now -rect- 
ing, and in St. Bartholomew’s their 
Churches are undergoing repairs, 
prevented such a collection, though 
something was obtained, as we trust, 
may be reasonably expected at a fu- 
ture and moré favourable time. Mr. 
C. was prevented by an accident, 
from prosecuting his useful and ardu- 
ous labours on Edisto Island. His 
desire to be at the North-Carolina 
Convention, will prevent his visiting, 
as he expected, all the parishes in 
our diocess, though he hopes to be in 
those which are most populous. 

From North-Carolina, Mr. Croes 
will proceed to Virginia, and Mary- 
land. We are glad to remark the 
active measures, in relation to this 
hope of our Church, on which the 
Trustees have now entered, and, we 
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trust, that they will be persevered jy 
until, not only every congregation, 
but every individual of our commun. 
ion in the United States, has the sub. 
ject distinctly brought before him, 
and an opportunity afforded him of 
claiming joint property in a Semina- 
ry, which, we trust, under the divine 
blessing, is destined to be an instru. 
ment of great and enduring good to 
the Church, and to the country. 


In the “British Critic” for November, 
and another respectable English Journal, 
“The Christian Remembrancer,” for De. 
cember, there have appeared favourable 
notices of our Church and its Theological 
Seminary. 

The former says, “It is with no little 
gratification that we perceive, the Pro. 
testant Episcopal Church rising in iw- 
portance, and respectability, both as to 
the number, and principles, and character 
of her clergy and members. The Journal 
of the proceedings of a Conyention of her 
Bishops, Clergy, and Laity, and several 
documents relative to the General Theo- 
logical Seminary, afford striking evidence 
of this fact. It certainly would be cause 
of great surprize and regret, if an institu: 
tion which is thus organized, and which, 
if it continues as it has commenceéd, will 
furnish the Episcopal Church with 2 
Clergy inferior to those of no other 
Church, in all the qualifications which 
will render them apt to teach, and meet 
for the ministry, should not excite the 
solicitous hopes, and engage the active 
exertions of the Bishops, and the Clergy, 
and the Laity of that Church.”’ 

The Remembrancer remarks, “Bishop 
Hobart is at present in this country; ané 
we may be permitted to add, that every 
testimony of esteem and regard offered t 
him by his own countrymen, has bee? 
abundantly confirmed by a_ personal 
knowledge of his character.”’ 


—>—__ 
OBITUARY. 


“Tue short but simple annals of tht 
poor,” are sometimes both instructiv¢ 
and encouraging. 

Poverty was the state in which 00° 
blessed Lord chose to appear on the earth, 
and when it is accompanied by virtue, " 
seems to raise human nature nearer ‘© 
the standard of his perfection. Poverty 
is a state of temptation, and they deserve 
to be honoured who resist its evil influ 
ence; who suffer and yet bless God; 
want are honest; under depression of sp! 
rits are temperate; feel their inferior'ty 
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and yet neither envy their superiors, nor 
by a servility of manners show that they 
forget what is due to themselves; who are 
never so engrossed by their own cares, as 
to be unmindful of the claims of others; 
and who in sorrow are yet both “pitiful 
and courteous.” 

The sacred record of the widow’s mite, 
was intended to teach Christians that 
Charity is a duty incumbent upon all; 
and that its rich pleasures may be partici- 
pated even by the poor. 

These ideas have been suggested by the 
recent death of Miss Saran Goop, an 
aged and truly respectable member of 
our church. 

She was one of the teachers employed 
by the City Council for destitute children 
previous to the founding of that Orphan 
Asylum, which reflecting so much honour 
on our community, as well in its origin as 
in its judicious management, has the cre- 
ditof being the earliest institution of the 
kind in our country. 

In this useful occupation she was en- 
aged for many years; and there is every 
reason to believe, that not merely by ele- 
mentary instruction, but by instilling 
sound moral and religious principles, and 
exhibiting a consistent example, her life, 
protracted beyond the usual limit, has not 
been in vain.* 

Cherishing at once a respect for the 
worthy, and a proper self-respect, she 
was remarkable for a dignity of deport- 
ment not at all interfering with the claims 
of humility, and a courtesy of manners 
far removed from obsequiousness, and 
evidently dictated by Christian principle 
and benevolent feeling. 

Ardently attached to the worship of the 
Church, she gladly availed herself of the 
provision made in the offices for the visi- 
lation of the sick, and for private com- 
munion, agreeably to the direction of the 
Apostle James: “Is any sick among you, 
et him call for the elders of the Church, 
and let them pray overshim.” Absent in 
body from the Church, by reason of infir- 
nity, with her prayer-book and Bible she 
endeavoured on the sacred days to be 
present in spirit with her fellow Chris- 
ans, meditating on the same divine 
ord, offering the same prayers, and 

Prostrate before the same throne of God 
and the Redeemer. 

Some of the readers of the Messenger 
nust-recollect how often, and especially 
% the chief festivals of the Church, they 
lave associated with her in her own 
chamber, in renewing their covenant 
‘ows, and enjoying the sacred pledges of 
peace and immortality. For some years 


* She had attained the 82d year of her age. 
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past she has had this privilege on Good 
Friday. And it was on that day of the 
present year, the sacred anniversary of 
her Lord’s death, that she was called to 
enter the same valley, to pass through 
the same gate as we trust, to a like joyful 
resurrection; to be a partaker of the wor- 
ship of the Church in heaven, and to 
realize the gracious promise of the Mas- 
ter of the feast: “Verily, I say unto you, 
I will drink no more of the fruit of the 
vine, until that day when I drink it new 
with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 


30 


EPISCOPAL ACTS. 


Ar an Ordination held at St. Andrew’s 
Church, Philadelphia, on the 14th of 
March, Messrs. Matthew Matthews, Sam- 
uel Marks, and William Levington, were 
admitted to the Holy Order of Deacon, 
by the Right Rev. Dr. White, Bishop of 
the Pro. Epis. Church in Pennsylvania. 
Morning Prayer was offered by the Rev. 
G. T. Bedell, Rector of St. Andrews’, and 
the Sermon delivered by the Bishop from 
1 Cor. iii. 11. 

At an Ordination held at the Church on 
Richmond Hill, Virg. on the 3d of March, 
Mr. Mark L. Chevers was admitted to the 
Holy Order of Deacon, by the Right Rev. 
Dr. Moore, Bishop of the Pro. Epis. 
Church in Virginia. , 

On Easter-eve, the 17th of April, the 
Apostolic rite of Confirmation was admin- 
istered in St. Philip’s Church, Charleston, 
by the Right Rev. Bishop Bowen, to thirty 
white, and six coloured persons. 


yn 
Hiterary Entelligence. 


In the press; Notes on Mexico, made in 
the autumn of 1822, by a Citizen of the 
United States. 

Also; Isaiah’s Message to the American 
Nation. A New Translation of Isaiah, 
chapter xviii; with Notes, critical and 
explanatory; a remarkable prophecy 
respecting the Restoration of the Jews, 
aided by the American nation; with an 
universal summons to the battle of Ar- 
mageddon, and a description of that 
solemn scene. By John M‘Donald, A. 
M. Pastor of the Presbyterian Church, 
Chappel-street, Albany. 

Proposals have been issued by S. Potter 
& Co. Philadelphia, for publishing by 
subscription, Archbishop Potter’s Work 
on Church Government, in one vol. 
8vo. price $2.50 in boards, $3 bound. 

Also by E. Littell, Philadelphia, for an 
American edition of Horne’s Introduc- 
tion to the Critical Study, and Know- 
ledge of the Holy Scriptures, from the 
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London edition of 1823, in 4 vols. 8vo. 
price $12. 

Cummings & Hilliard of Boston, have an- 
noanced their intention of publishing 
an Annual Register, on the plan of the 
English Annual Register, to be edited 
by the Rev. Edward Everett, late Edi- 
tor of the North American Review. 


List of New Publications. 


Sermons, by the late Rev. Samuel C. Tha- 
cher, with a memoir of his life. 8vo. 
Boston. 

The Letters of Jonathan Oldstyle, Gentle- 
man, by the Author of the Sketchbook, 
written in 1802; with a biographical 
notice. 50 cents. 

The Campaign of 1781 in the Carolinas, 
with Remarks Historical and Critical, 
on Johnson’s Life of Greene; to which 
is added an Appendix of original Docu- 
ments relating to the History of the 
American Revolution; by Henry Lee. 

Memoir of John Aikin, M.D. By Lucy 
Aikin. With a selection of his Miscel- 
laneous pieces, Biographical, Moral 
and Critical. 8vo. $2.75. 

® Letter to the Wardens and Vestry of 
Christ Church, Cincinnati, in reply to 
their Declaration and Protest against 
the Proceedings of Bishop Hobart and 
the General Theological Seminary of 
the Episcopal Church in relation to the 
Mission of Bishop Chase to England. 
By a Presbyter of the Diocess of New- 
York. 8vo. pp. 73. 

A Digest of the Decisions of the Consti- 
tutional Court of South-Carolina; by a 
Member of the Charleston Bar. 8vo. 

6. 

nineoiis of the Rev. D. Brainerd, Mis- 
sionary to the Indians on the borders 
of New-York, New-Jersey, and Penn- 
sylvania, chiefly taken from his own 
Diary: by the Rev. Jonathan Edwards, 
of Northampton; including his Journey 
now for the first time incorporated with 
the rest of his Diary, in a regular chro- 
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- nological series; by Sereno Edwarg, 
Dwight, 8vo. 

A Flora of the Middle and Northern S¢. 
tions of the United States; or a Syste. 
matic Arrangement and description o 
all the Plants hitherto discovered j, 
the U.S. north of Virginia. By Johy 
Torrey, M. D. First Vice-President 9; 
the Lyceum of Nat. Hist. of N.Y. & 
&e. Nos. 1 and 2. 

Reflections on the Politics of Ancien 
Greece, translated from the German o; 
Arnold H. L. Heeren, by George Bap. 
croft. 8vo. $2.25. 

The Philosophy of Natural History }y 
William Smellie, Member of the Roya 
and Antiquarian Societies of Edin. 
burgh; with an Introduction and various 
additions and alterations, to adapt it tp 
the present state of knowledge. By 
John Ware, M.D. 8vo. 


AMERICAN EDITIONS. 


The Private Correspondence of Willian 
Cowper, Esq. with several of his most 
intimate friends, now first published 
from the originals in the possession of 
his kinsman, John Johnson, LL. D. 
Rector of Yaxham, &c. Ist Amer. ed 
Svo. $2.25. 

The Albigenses, a Romance, by the author 
of Bertram, Melmoth, &c. 12mo. 3 vok 
$2.50. 

Duke Christian of Luneburg, or Tradition 
from the Hartz; by Miss Jane Porter, 
author of The Scottish Chiefs, Thadde- 
us of Warsaw, &c. 2 vols. $2. 

The Scottish Orphan, a moral tale, fou 
ded on an historical fact, and calculat- 
ed to improve the mind of young peo 
ple. By Mrs. Blackford, author of the 
Eskdale Herd Boy. 

Sermons preached in St. John’s Church, 
Glasgow, by Thomas Chalmers, D. D. 
12mo. §1. 

View of the State of Europe during the 
Middle Ages. By Henry Hallam, Esq 
2d Amer. ed. 


—>— 


ERRATUM. 
In the account of the Consecration of St. Stephen’s Chapel, page 127, line 12, fo 


obtain, read, to defray the expense of. 


—~> 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. % 


We cannot consent to republish Obituary Notices from the Newspapers. 


Original 


communications will be received, and decided upon in the usual way. 


A Friend of the Poor has been received. As we have not seen the book he recor 
mends, for the moral instruction of youth in our public schools, we must decline pu! 


lishing his communication. 


A Communicant; Harmony; E.; and P. C.; have Been received. 
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